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MARRIAGE STATISTICS BRIEF 2022

PREFACE

valuable insights info the dynamics and trends of one of the most fundamental institutions in

This statistical brief presents information on civil marriages that were registered in 2022. It provides
society.

The data used for analysis is obtained from the administrative data collected by The Department of
Civil and National Registration (CNR) through the registration service of vital events. Currently, only
marriages registered under common law are analysed in this brief. Religious and cultural marriages
are notincluded, as they are not yet registered with the Department of Civil and National Registration.

This brief gives descriptive statistics, rates, demographics and other dynamics amongst marrying
partners, as well as frends in marriages for the past 10 years.

Dr. L. Mokga:i

Acting Statistician General
July 2024
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1.0 Background

Marriage is an event that is regulated by statute (under the marriage Act 2001) and about which
information is collected for legal and statistical purposes. Marriage is an institution recognized in
Botswana where two people of different sexes are united. The union is normally solemnized at the district
administration offices or at the church.

Marriage statistics are gathered through various methods, including vital registration systems, population
censuses, household surveys, and administrative records. Vital registration systems record births, deaths,
marriages, divorces, and other vital events, providing official data on vital events. Population censuses
and household surveys often include questions about marital status, age at first marriage, and other
demographic variables, offering comprehensive insights infto marriage patterns.

This brief provides insights info the formation of family units. In most years changes in these statistics
are minimal, highlighting gradual changes in the age at which people seek to marry for the first time,
whether they would like fo go through the normal process of publishing infent to marry or opt for a
special license, whether they would like fo marry in church or at the administration office.

The brief also provides information on demographic characteristics such as age, sex, usual residence,
month of marriage and the marital status at fime of marriage. Analyzing these demographic variables
helps identify trends, seasonality of events, fertility, and family stability among others.

11. Marriage Processes

A couple desiring to marry will normally appear before the registration officer of any district fogether
with their withesses where the information to publish the Marriage Banns is submitted. Documents
such as a National Identity Card (Omang) or passport for foreign nationals,a lefter of consent from
parents if under 18 years of age, a letter of confirmation from Kgosi that one is not married, or a letter of
confirmation from a country of origin that one is not married, for foreign nationals. Decree absolute or
death certificates are required as proof for remarrying parties.

A form for marriage banns is completed indicating,the names, ages, current marital status, occupation
and residential addresses of the applicants. The form is signed by the parties before two witnesses
whereby the notfice would be sent to districts where both parties reside and their places of origin. The
same notice is sent to the church if the applicant’s intention is o marry at the church .

The public notice or banns are publicised for 3 weeks to allow those who might object to show up
before solemnization. If after three weeks there is no objections raised, the marriage will be solemnised
by the District Officer, under the Ministry of Local Government and Lands, or the marriage officer.

Parties desiring to marry by special licence appear before the administrative officer who shall satisfy
himself that there are no legal impediments to the marriage of such parties. The licence is issued on
payment of a fee amounting to P190.00 while the marriage after banns requires a P40.00 fee

1.2. Source and Coverage

The Department of Civil and National Registration (CNR) is a custodian of all records of marriages
solemnized in Botswana. The records should include all types of marriages namely, civil, religious, cultural
and any other. Currently only marriages registered under common law (civil) appear on the records of
CNR, and are analysed in this brief
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2. Findings

2.1 Trends in Marriage (2013-2022)

The number of marriages increased from 5,333 in 2013 to 5,642 in 2022 (Figure 1). Nonetheless, there
was a notable rise in the number of marriages, from 6,518 in 2020 to 7,631 in 2021. This sudden increase
followed the easing of fravel and gathering restrictions that had been put in place to stop the then-
rampant spread of COVID19. 2020 saw the suspension of most civil and national registration services,
including marriage solemnization, as a result of the nation’s lockdown and travel restrictions. Deferred
marriage infentions that had already been published resulted in a backlog of marriages that were
eventually formally sealed in 2021. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, marriages fell by 26.1% in 2022
compared to 2021.However, this decline is not a cause for alarm as things were beginning fo return to
normal.

Figure 1: Total Number Of Marriages Registered - 2013-2022
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2.2 District of Registration

The district of registration is not necessarily the place of usual residence but can be any place chosen
by the marrying couple. In most cases marriages are solemnized at the bride’s place of origin or home
village.

Kweneng East, Serowe\Palapye and Gaborone recorded the highest proportions of marriages with
each recording around 11 percent of all marriages solemnized in 2022. This might be due to the fact
that they are highly populated districts compared to the rest.
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Figure 2: Percentage Distribution Of Marriages By District Of Marriage Solemnization - 2022
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2.2a District Of Usual Residence Of Bride And Groom - 2022

Figure 2a shows the distribution of marriages by district of usual living at the time of marriage. The figure
indicates thatin most cases the bride and groomreside in the same district. The three mining towns of Orapa,

Jwaneng, and Sowa exhibit the opposite situation, most

likely as a result of the demographic makeup of

the localities. The nature of the work available in these towns—mines being the main employer—attracts
more males than women as such these men have to look to other districts to find life partners. However,
other districts such as Francistown, North East and Kgalagadi North, also had, more married couples
residing in different districts at the tfime of marriage than those who are from the same district.

Figure 2a: Marriages By Place Of Usual Residence Of Bride And Groom -2022
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2.3 Months of Registration

Chart 3 shows that marriages are more prevalent during the last four months of the year and in April.
The top three months in ranking are December, April and September probably due to the long public

holidays celebrated during the months. There is low activity during the winter months which cover the
months of May to August.

Figure 3: Registered Marriages By Month Of Registration - 2022
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2.4 Type of Marriage

The marriage process requires that a public notice of intention to marry be publicized for aft least three
weeks before the solemnization and this is referred to as publishing of banns. The banns are meant to
sanction anyone to raise any civil or legal impediments to the marriage, to prevent invalid marriages. The
alternative way would be to apply for special license, which allows one to marry without the public notice,
anytime anywhere.

According to Figure 4, publishing of banns prior to solemnization of marriages is the most commonly used
of the two with 99.5 Percent of the registered marriages publicized in that way.

Figure 4: Percentage Registered Marriages By Type Of Marriage - 2022
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2.5 Age At The Time Of Marriage

According fo the Marriage Act (2001), no minor or person below the age of 21 years not being a widower
or widow may marry without the consent in writing of his or her parents or guardians.

Figure 5 shows that more women than men marry at younger ages (under 35 years) and more men than
women marry at older ages (40 years and over). About 65 percent of brides were aged below 40 years

while the comparable figure for grooms was 44.2 percent.

Figure 5: Percentage Of Marriages By Age Of Bride And Groom - 2022

25

20

15

10

Table 2.1 shows that 12 brides and 1 groom needed consent from their parents or guardians as they
were aged less than 21. The age group with the highest percentage of marriages was the 30-34 and
35-39 age groups for females and males respectively

MARRIAGE STATISTICS BRIEF 2022

18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+

oGroom

oOBride

Table 2.1: Percent Marriages By Age Of Husband

And Wife At Marriage - 2022

Age Male Percent Female Percent
18 (0] 0.0 1 0.0
19 0 0.0 3 0.1
18-19 (0] 0.0 4 0.
20 1 0.0 8 0.1
21 1 0.0 16 0.3
22 4 0. 34 0.6
23 0.1 52 0.9
24 17 0.3 93 1.6
20-24 31 0.5 203 3.6
25 37 0.7 103 1.8
26 52 0.9 155 2.7
27 78 1.4 232 4.
28 n7 21 216 3.8
29 136 2.4 257 4.6
25-29 420 7.4 963 17.1
30 150 2.7 273 4.8
31 155 2.7 250 4.4
32 176 31 283 5.0
33 204 3.6 274 4.9
34 209 3.7 241 4.3
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Table 2.1 Cont’d: Percent Marriages By Age Of Husband
And Wife At Marriage - 2022
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61 37 0.7 17 0.3
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63 37 0.7 22 0.4

64 38 0.7 16 0.3
65+ 323 57 107 19
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Table 2.2 shows the mean and median age at first marriage for bachelors and spinsters from 2017 to 2022.
The median age aft first marriage for bachelors and spinsters both increased by 1 year from 35 and 40 in

2021 to 36 and 41 in 2022 respectively.

Table 2.2: Mean And Median Age At First Marriage 2017- 2022

Mean Median
Year Bachelor Spinster Bachelor Spinster
2022 43 38 41 36
2021 42 37 40 35
2020 42 36 40 35
2019 40 35 38 34
2018 41 35 38 33
2017 41 36 38 34

2.6 Age Differentials

Table 2.3 shows that, in the majority of marriages, the groom is older than the bride accounting for about
80 percent of the marriages. In seven of the unions solemnised in 2022, grooms were 15 or more years
younger than their brides. In only 8 percent of the unions, partners were of the same age.

Table 2.3 Age Differences Between Partners - 2022

Age No. of
Difference Unions  Percent
Groom younger than Bride 1-4 541 9.6
5-9 119 21
10-14 26 0.5
15+ 7 0.1
Same Age (0] 451 8.0
Groom older than Bride 1-4 1,707 30.3
5-9 1,534 272
10-14 777 13.8
15-19 329 58
20+ 151 2.7
Total 5,642 100.0

Figure 6 also suggests that men tend to marry younger women irrespective of their marital status at
the time of marriage. It is however interesting to note that, compared to spinsters, women who were
previously married tend to marry men who are younger than they are. For example about 12.0 percent
of grooms were younger than their brides whose marital status was spinster at the tfime of marriage. The
comparable figure for brides whose marital status was divorcee and widow was 22.4 and 32.0 percent

respectively (Figure 6).
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Figure 6: Percent Distribution Of Marriages By Age
Differences Between Spouses And Marital Status At The Time Of Marriage - 2022
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2.7 Previous Marital Status

Figure 7 shows that the majority of marriages were of bachelors and spinsters accounting for 93 percent
and 97 percent respectively. Grooms who were either divorcees or widowers accounted for about 7
percent of remarriages and the comparable figure for brides was 3 percent. (Figure 7).

Figure 7: Marriages By Previous Marital Status - 2022
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2.8 First Marriages and Re-Marriages

Figure 8 shows that 90.7 percent of marriages were first time marriages for both bride and groom,
while 8.2 percent were first marriages for one partner. Remarriages for both partners accounted for the
remaining 1.1percent.
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Figure 8: First Marriages And Re-Marriages - 2022
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2.9 Crude Marriage Rate (CMR)

The crude marriage rate is the ratio of the number of marriages during the year to the total population in
that year. The value is expressed per 1000 persons. Marriage rate helps gauge the prevalence of marriage
within a society and how it changes over fime.

It should be noted that in the previous publications the CMR was calculated using the number of persons

marrying instead of number of solemnized marriages which resulted in a doubled rate.

Figure 9 shows the Crude Marriage Rate from 2013 to 2022. In 2022 the CMR was 2.3 implying that there
were about 2 marriages per a 1000 population. The highest CMR was recorded in 2015 with a CMR of
3.1 marriages per 1000 population. It is interesting to note that despite the COVID19 pandemic the CMR
increased from 2.6 in 2019 to almost 3 marriages per 1000 persons in 2021. The CMR then dropped to a low
of 2.3 in 2022 (the start of the post COVID19 period).

Figure 9: Crude Marriage Rate 2013-2022
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10.

Table M1: A Summary of Marriages-2013-2022

Year Of Marriage 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Total Marriages 5,333 5,591 6,677 6,051 6,203 5,489 6,097 6,518 7,631 5,642
Quarterly Totals

Jan-March 563 491 603 608 1,042 652 597 652 1,053 640
Apr-June 846 1,004 1,292 1,186 1,229 1,094 1,299 600 1,843 1,269
July-Sept 1,654 1,810 2,216 1,560 1,919 1,568 1,774 1,942 1,514 1,467
Oct-Dec 2,270 2,286 2566 2,697 2,013 2,175 2,427 3,324 3,221 2,266
Total 5,333 5,591 6,677 6,051 6,203 5,489 6,097 6,518 7,631 5,642
Previous Marital Status

Males

Bachelor 4,858 5,068 6,008 5496 5,802 4,958 5,461 5963 7,007 5,231
Divorced 347 401 482 395 299 428 493 425 495 329
Widowed 128 122 187 160 102 103 143 130 129 82
Total 5,333 5,591 6,677 6,051 6,203 5,489 6,097 6,518 7,631 5,642
Females

Spinster 5157 5384 6,421 5,822 6,053 5,260 5,856 6,307 7,405 5,470
Divorced 128 165 186 173 N4 183 191 170 184 147
Widowed 48 42 70 56 36 46 50 41 42 25
Total 5333 5,591 6,677 6,051 6,203 5,489 6,097 6,518 7,631 5,642
Previous Marital Status

First Marriage For Both 4774 4,947 5,868 5,363 5,679 4,836 5317 5,839 6,891 5119
First Marriage For One 466 558 693 592 497 546 683 592 630 463
Remarriage For Both 93 86 16 96 27 107 97 87 1o 60
Total 5333 5,591 6,677 6,051 6,203 5,489 6,097 6,518 7,631 5,642
Type Of Marriage

After Banns 5278 5479 6,546 5,969 6,190 5454 6,026 6,482 7,610 5,616
Special License 55 2 131 82 13 35 71 36 21 26
Total 5,333 5,591 6,677 6,051 6,203 5,489 6,097 6,518 7,631 5,642
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Table M2: Age In Combination At Marriage Time-2022

ey Bride’s Age

Age 1820 2124 25-29  30-34 3539 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ Total
18-20 = 1 = . = - - - - - - - - 1
21-24 1 16 8 3 2 - = = = = = = = 30
25-29 9 90 240 61 13 6 1 - - - - - - 420
30-34 1 49 357 405 66 12 4 - - - - - - 894
35-39 1 27 199 435 404 71 10 1 o 1 = = S 1,149
40-44 - 9 105 279 368 253 55 5 - - - - - 1,074
45-49 - 3 36 92 188 249 121 26 5 1 - - - 721
50-54 - - 9 33 79 135 135 55 14 1 - - - 461
55-59 - - 4 8 29 75 79 88 51 8 1 1 - 344
60-64 - - 2 1 13 33 45 57 44 24 4 1 1 225
65-69 - - 2 4 1 8 15 29 40 38 13 2 - 152
70-74 = = 1 = = 4 8 8 17 19 14 10 - 81
75+ - - - - - - 2 6 10 12 26 22 12 90
Total 12 195 963 1,321 1,163 846 475 275 181 104 58 36 13 5,642

Table M3: Age At The Time Of Marriage By Previous Marital Status And Sex-2022

Age Grooms Previous Marital Status Bride’s Previous Marital Status

group Bachelor Divorcee Widower Total Spinster Divorcee Widow Total
18-20 1 - - 1 12 - - 12
21-24 30 - - 30 195 - = 195
25-29 417 3 - 420 961 2 - 963
30-34 887 6 1 894 1,308 13 - 1,321
35-39 113 35 1 1,149 1,135 25 3 1,163
40-44 1,028 42 4 1,074 806 40 - 846
45-49 645 66 10 721 440 3] 4 475
50-54 389 61 n 461 250 17 8 275
55-59 277 54 13 344 165 1l 5 181
60-64 174 26 25 225 94 8 2 104
65-69 122 20 10 152 56 - 2 58
70-74 71 7 3 81 36 - - 36
75+ 77 9 4 20 12 - 1 13
Total 5,231 329 82 5,642 I 5,470 147 25 5,642
Percent 93 6 1 100 I 97 3 o 100

1.
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12.

Table M4: Distribution Of Groom’s By District Of Residence At The Time Of Marriage And Age -2022

Groom's Age Group

Usual Residence 18-20 21-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ Total
Gaborone = 1 93 194 221 160 106 53 33 15 1 3 3 903
Francistown - - 28 51 72 62 27 23 12 6 2 3 1 287
Lobatse - - 2 12 10 14 12 9 4 2 - 1 - 66
S\Phikwe = = 7 24 22 26 14 9 8 - 3 - 3 16
Orapa - - 2 g 16 9 2 - 1 - - - - 33
Jwaneng - - 7 29 34 33 n 6 4 - 1 - - 125
Sowa - - 2 1 3 6 2 1 2 - - - - 17
Southern = ° 15 29 50 57 42 40 33 28 16 1l 12 333
Borolong - - 7 6 10 22 15 15 8 4 8 8 4 107
Ngwaketse West - - 5 4 5 18 10 6 1 1 - 3 - 49
South East - 1 35 64 59 59 34 20 10 10 5 4 4 305
Kweneng East 1 © 66 140 157 152 126 69 48 45 24 9 16 862
Kweneng West - - 12 24 29 30 32 18 15 13 12 1 202
Kgatleng - 1 16 39 54 52 46 24 17 13 13 - 4 279
C.Serowe\Palapye - 5 24 57 84 86 45 26 &9 19 m 3 4 395
C. Mahalapye - 1 8 20 35 33 28 20 19 16 13 7 n 21
C. Bobonong - - 4 9 20 19 16 13 6 7 2 3 6 105
C. Boteti = 1 16 37 48 38 15 10 8 7 3 3 1 187
C.Tutume - 1 9 25 39 40 31 20 17 © 10 5 6 212
North East - 1 7 18 25 17 12 13 8 6 5 2 4 8
Ngamilang East - 1 21 38 56 54 32 24 13 12 3 3 1 258
Ngamiland West - - 5 9 1 16 16 1 12 1 2 1 1 85
Chobe - - 7 13 13 15 8 7 2 - - - - 65
Gantsi - - n 12 23 23 14 8 12 3 3 - 1 110
Kgalagadi South - - - 4 2 6 3 2 5 1 - - - 23
Kgalagadi North - - 6 18 29 16 12 5 8 2 2 1 2 101
Other countries - - 7 14 24 n 10 9 5 5 3 - - 88
Total 1 30 420 894 1,149 1,074 721 461 344 225 152 81 90 5,642
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Table M5: Distribution Of Bride’s By District Of Residence At The Time Of Marriage And Age -2022

Bride’s age group

Usual residence 18-20 21-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ Total
Gaborone 4 38 203 256 161 120 55] 27 15 5 3 1 - 888
Francistown 1 n 59 68 67 42 16 4 2 3 - - - 273
Lobatse - 3 7 17 13 © 7 5 - - - - 63
S\Phikwe = 3 19 29 23 18 10 5 3 1 = 1 1 n3
Orapa - 1 5 7 7 2 3 - - - - - - 25
Jwaneng - 1 16 22 20 10 1 2 - - - - - 72
Sowa - 2 3 2 1 3 - - 1 - - - - 12
Southern 2 5 47 88 72 67 54 29 19 21 2 4 3 413
Borolong 1 2 12 19 28 20 19 3 12 - 4 2 124
Ngwaketse West - 3 7 10 n 10 7 2 2 2 - - - 54
South East 1 14 75 95 62 44 21 14 7 4 5 = = 342
Kweneng East - 42 151 179 170 ne 73 61 20 17 10 6 1 846
Kweneng West - 1 23 25 30 26 25 12 12 6 8 7 1 176
Kgatleng - 7 61 60 62 48 30 15 9 5 - 2 - 299
C.Serowe\Palapye - n 57 94 105 68 31 17 20 5 4 1 1 414
C. Mahalapye - 5 26 28 44 40 17 15 8 16 8 4 2 213
C. Bobonong - 3 13 29 25 26 9 6 5 - 2 1 124
C. Boteti 1 8 29 43 39 23 8 6 4 = 3 1 o 165
C.Tutume 1 7 23 48 50 26 17 15 10 4 4 4 - 209
North East = 6 23 23 23 17 1l 6 2 3 3 1 - 18
Ngamilang East - 4 44 72 56 45 21 8 9 1 1 - 1 262
Ngamiland West - 5 10 21 20 14 14 3 2 2 1 - - 92
Chobe - 2 12 23 23 8 3 2 1 - - - - 74
Gantsi - 5 19 19 18 18 7 10 2 2 - - - 100
Kgalagadi South - - 3 10 5 2 7 1 5 - - - - 33
Kgalagadi North 1 4 12 18 22 21 7 8 4 2 2 - - 101
Other countries - 2 4 16 6 3 2 2 2 - - - - 37
Total 12 195 963 1,321 1,163 846 475 275 181 104 58 36 13 5,642
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MARRIAGE STATISTICS BRIEF 2022

Table M6: Previous Marital Status Of Person Marrying-2014-2022

Bride’s Marital Status

Year of Grooms
Marriage  Marital Status Total Percent Spinster Percent  Divorced Percent Widowed Percent
2014 Bachelor 5,068 90.6 4,947 91.9 94 57 27 64.3
Divorced 401 7.2 331 6.1 62 376 8 19
Widowed 122 22 106 2 9 55 7 16.7
Total 5,591 100 5,384 100 165 100 42 100
2015 Bachelor 6,008 90 5,868 9.4 101 543 39 55.7
Divorced 482 7.2 398 6.2 65 349 19 271
Widowed 187 2.8 155 2.4 20 10.8 12 171
Total 6,677 100 6,421 100 186 100 70 100
2016 Bachelor 5,496 90.8 5,363 921 97 56.1 36 64.3
Divorced 395 6.5 322 55 62 35.8 1l 19.6
Widowed 160 2.6 137 2.4 14 8.1 9 16.1
Total 6,051 100.0 5,822 100 173 100 56 100
2017 Bachelor 5,802 93.5 5,679 93.8 90 789 33 91.7
Divorced 299 4.8 279 4.6 18 15.8 2 5.6
Widowed 102 1.6 95 1.6 6 53 1 2.8
Total 6,203 100.0 6,053 100.0 N4 100.0 36 100.0
2018 Bachelor 4,958 90.3 4,836 91.9 93 50.8 29 63.0
Divorced 428 7.8 349 6.6 69 37.7 10 21.7
Widowed 103 1.9 75 1.4 21 n5 7 15.2
Total 5,489 100.0 5,260 100.0 183 100.0 46 100.0
2019 Bachelor 5,461 89.6 5,317 90.8 14 59.7 30 60.0
Divorced 493 81 415 7.1 65 34.0 13 26.0
Widowed 143 23 124 21 12 6.3 7 14.0
Total 6,097 100.0 5,856 100.0 191 100.0 50 100.0
2020 Bachelor 5,963 915 5,839 92.6 96 56.5 28 68.3
Divorced 425 6.5 358 57 61 359 6 14.6
Widowed 130 2.0 1o 1.7 13 7.6 7 17.1
Total 6,518 100.0 6,307 100.0 170 100.0 41 100.0
2021 Bachelor 7,007 91.8 6,891 931 98 533 18 429
Divorced 495 6.5 404 55 73 39.7 18 429
Widowed 129 1.7 10 15 13 7.1 6 14.3
Total 7,631 100.0 7,405 100.0 184 100.0 42 100.0
2022 Bachelor 5,231 92.7 5119 93.6 96 65.3 16 64.0
Divorced 329 58 277 51 46 31.3 6 24.0
Widowed 82 1.5 74 1.4 5 3.4 3 12.0
Total 5,642 100.0 5,470 100.0 147 100.0 25 100.0
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