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Trends in Core Welfare Indicators: 1993/4 – 2009/10
WEFARE  INDICATORS 1993/94 ----------2009/10

PERIOD
WELFARE INDICATOR 1993/94 2002/03 2009/10
Estimated Total Population 1,350,899 1,632,922 1,803,398
Male population 634,284 761,636 860,332
Female population 716,615 871,286 943,066
Estimated Households 291,610 394,272 521,327
Male headed household 158,169 211,403 283,004
Female headed household 133,441 182,869 238,323
Average household size 4.56 4.1 3.46

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS LIVING BELOW DOLLAR A DAY
National  42 432 60 696 22 722

Cities/Towns 4 511 3 449  3 652
Urban Villages   8 610 15 398   6 269

Rural areas   29 310   41 850  12 801

 POVERTY HEAD COUNT RATIO, (POVERTY DATUM LINE) (Percent-
age)

National 47 30.6 19.3
Cities & Towns - 10.6 8
Urban Villages - 25.4 19.9

Rural Areas - 44.8 24.3

POPULATION LIVING BELOW ONE DOLLAR($1)  A DAY, 1) 
National   268 298 382 733  119 144

Cities & Towns  25 814  18 699  10 732
Urban Villages  56 389  105 118  40 602

Rural Areas 186 095 258 915 67 810

NATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATES (%) - AGE GROUP 
 Age group 15 yrs and Over

Both Sexes 21 23.9 17.9
Male 20 21.4 14.6

Female 23 26.3 21.4

Age Group 19 yrs and over
Both Sexes … … 17.2

Male … … 14.1
Female … … 20.6
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Male 20 21.4 14.6
Female 23 26.3 21.4

Age Group 19 yrs and over
Both Sexes … … 17.2

Male … … 14.1
Female … … 20.6

CONSUMPTION PATTERN- PRIORITY ITEMS
1Food (21.5 %) Food (23.7 %) Transport (20.7 %)
2Transport (15.5 %) Transport (15.6 %) Food (17.7 %)
3Housing (14.6 %) Housing (12.9 %) Housing (13.6 %)

4Alcohol & Tobacco 
(15.5 %)

Miscellaneous (11.2 
%)

Alcohol & Tobacco 
(9.0%)

AVERAGE MONTHLY  HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE (IN PULA)
National 716 1,901 3,046

Cities & Towns 1,258 3,237 4,931
Urban Villages: 673 2,085 3,241

Rural Areas: 392 868 1,724

GINI COEFFICIENT -DISPOSABLE  INCOME
National 0.537 0.573 0.645

Cities & Towns 0.539 0.503 0.608
Urban Villages: 0.451 0.523 0.625

Rural Areas: 0.414 0.515 0.621

GINI COEFFICIENT - CONSUMPTION
National: - 0.571 0.495

Urban*: - 0.55 0.51
Rural Areas: - 0.505 0.438

WEFARE  INDICATORS 1993/94 ----------2009/10
PERIOD

WELFARE INDICATOR 1993/94 2002/03 2009/10
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Other: 2.2 4.4 0.8

ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY, ( in percentages)
National 13 26.8 46

Cities & Towns 11.4 48 65
Urban Villages: 0.8 35.4 62

Rural Areas: 0.03 6.1 22

PERCENT OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH ACCESS TO INFORMATION COMMUNICATIONS & TECH-
NOLOGY

 Radio/Cassette/CD Player:  - 62.6 66.3
Fixed Telephone:  - 16 8.2

Cellular Phone:  - 40.5 80.4
Television:  - 25 47.2

Computer/ laptop:  -  … 10.3

 NATIONAL LITERACY RATES (%)  (Age group 15 - 65 yrs) 
Both Sexes 68.9 81.2 83.2

Male 66.9 80.4 82.3
Female 70.3 81.8 83.8

HOUSING ACQUISITION
Purchased: - 1.3 3.3
Rent BHC: - 2.7 1.5
Rent Government: - 3.9 3.9
Rent Council: - 2.2 1.7
Rent Individual: - 19.7 23.8
Rent Company: - 2.6 2.2
Rent VDC: - 0.9 0.8
Free 7.56 5.9 8.6
Inherited - 3.5 3.9
Self Built - 55.8 50.4
Other - 1.5 …

Home Ownership 68.2 60.6 57.6
Rent 25.6 31.1 33.1
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Preface

This report present result from the 2009/10 Botswana Core Welfare Indicators Survey (BCWIS), 
which was conducted from April 2009 to March 2010. The survey improves on Household 
Income and Expenditure Surveys (HIES), which initially were conducted to measure income 
poverty.  BCWIS expanded coverage of topics to include other measures of human 
wellbeing.

The broad objective of the survey was to collect monthly data from randomly selected 
households to provide information that could be used to better understand poverty situation 
in Botswana, taking into account all its dimensions.

Fundamental to determining poverty is information on household consumption, which 
provides the basis for measuring poverty to identify the poor and also enable their profiling. 
To also ensure that the household consumption was adequately recorded, the households 
were visited for a period of one (1) full month to capture their consumption data.

The report first presents a brief executive summary of major results, followed by Chapter 
1, which gives an introduction about the survey. Chapter 2 presents Household Socio-
Economic characteristics, with Chapter 3 presenting Poverty Incidence and Profiles; and 
Chapter 4 discusses Household Incomes and Expenditures.

The body of the report contains tables used in discussing the results, and they are numbered 
with “.T “to differentiate them from the tables carried in the appendix.

Because of the expanded coverage of human wellbeing indicators, data processing and 
cleaning of the survey data has taken longer than was initially anticipated. An overall 
detailed report on some of the new topics covered by the survey will be released in second 
volume report.

___________________
Anna N. Majelantle
Statistician General
October 2013
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Abbreviations

Abbreviations Description in full

BCWIS Botswana Core Welfare Indicators Survey
HIES Household Income and Expenditure Survey
EAs Enumeration Areas
PPP Purchasing Power Parity

COICOP Consumption of Individual Consumption by Purpose

PSU Primary Sampling Unit

PDL Poverty Datum Line
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Executive Summary

The BCWIS was conducted from April 2009 to March 2010. The objective of the survey 
was to improve on the previous HIES with a view to providing a complete and integrated 
data set that would form a basis for establishing a poverty profile for Botswana. The survey 
carried modules on Household Consumption and Expenditure; Education, Health, Access 
to amenities, Employment, Community activities and other information on Schools and 
Health facilities. 

The survey revealed a further decrease in the average age of heads of household, 
which was estimated at 45.2 years, compared with 45.3 years in 2002/03. This was further 
accompanied by a drop in the average household size from 4.1 persons in 2002/03 to 3.5 
persons in 2009/10.

The results showed a decrease in home ownership, with 50.4 percent of households living 
in self-built housing units compared to 55.8 percent which was realised in 2002/03. Use of 
electricity increased, with 46.0 percent of households using electricity for lighting in 2009/10, 
compared with 27.0 percent in 2002/03.

The results showed an improvement in households’ access to piped water at 88.9 percent 
in 2009/10 as compared to 86.9 percent in 2002/03.

National unemployment rate was estimated at 17.9 percent. Unemployment rate for 
females was 21.4 percent compared with 14.6 percent for males. Unemployment rate was 
highest for age groups 15-19 and 20-24, which recorded rates of 41.4 and 34.0 percent, 
respectively. 

Poverty incidence showed an improvement between 2002/03 and 2009/10, with the 
population below the poverty datum line estimated at 19.3 percent in 2009/10 compared 
with 30.6 percent observed in 2002/03. Across strata, the percentage of female headed 
households, below the PDL, were higher than that of male headed households, in urban 
villages and rural areas. The decline in poverty levels was accompanied by a reduction in 
consumption inequality, which went down from 0.571 in 2002/03 to 0.495 in 2009/10. This 
was in contrast to increases in income inequality, which increased over the period from 
0.573 in 2002/03 to 0.645 in 2009/10.

The majority of poor households, 39.7 percent, indicated their main source of income as 
Wages from Employment, followed by Pensions and Remittances at 14.3 and 13.4 percent 
respectively. 

The improvement in household economy was further demonstrated by the shift in 
consumption patterns, with households’ food consumption shares dropping in favour of 
high value goods/services like transport and other luxury commodities, suggesting an overall 
improvement in household incomes. 

Cash Earnings were the main contributors to average household income across strata, 
accounting for over 50.0 percent of average monthly gross household income. The urban 
villages’ cash incomes contributed 75.4 percent towards gross income in 2009/10 compared 
with 65.0 percent in 2002/03, while in rural areas the increase was from 43.9 to 54.4 percent.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1	 Overview

The Botswana Core Welfare Indicators Survey (BCWIS) conducted during 2009/10, from 
April 2009 to March 2010, was designed as an improvement to the Household Income and 
Expenditure Surveys (HIES). HIES were conducted every 10 years; in 1985/86, 1993/94 and 
2002/03, to provide data on household incomes and expenditures, and computation of 
Poverty Datum Lines (PDL). Unlike HIES, BCWIS will be conducted every five (5) years. Shorter 
versions of the survey for key indicators will be conducted in between the main BCWIS 
surveys to assist with monitoring and evaluation of the programmes targeted to improve on 
the welfare of Botswana citizens.

BCWIS 2009/10 covered additional welfare measures to enable comprehensive 
understanding of the households’ wellbeing. These indicators included, among others, 
Health Status, Nutrition, Food Security, Participation/Exclusion, Personal Security, Access to 
and Satisfaction with services provided. Furthermore, it included households’ Self-Assessment 
Poverty, Community, Health Centre and School Modules.

The indicators derived from BCWIS will form baseline data to allow for improved continuous 
welfare measurement at shorter intervals, rather than ten years taken to produce HIES 
indicators.

1.2	 Objectives of the Survey

The BCWIS provides a complete and integrated data set that will provide a basis for 
establishing a poverty profile for the country. Household consumption and expenditure 
information was collected to determine the welfare measures based on consumption and 
income levels. 

The survey serves a broad set of applications on policy issues including:

• Household consumption and expenditure patterns
• Income sources and employment
• Asset ownership
• Agriculture
• Health and Nutritional status, and
• Education

Being an integrated survey, these policy issues can be examined either in isolation or in 
combination. 

1.3	 Target Population

The target population covered all members of the household and visitors who spent the 
previous night at a sampled household, and would be staying with the household for a 
period of not less than 14 days. Non-citizen tourists may, of course, be in the country as 
visitors to sampled household. In such cases, they were treated as visitors, their information 
was recorded and the relevant questions were asked about them only at household level.



1.4	 Scope and Coverage

The 2009/10 Botswana Core Welfare Indicators Survey (BCWIS) design called for a 
representative probability sample to produce estimates at national, district and/or sub 
district levels.

Only private dwellings were within the scope of the survey. Institutional dwellings (prisons, 
hospitals, army barracks, hotels, camps etc.) and households in completely industrial area 
were not within the scope of the survey. The non-citizen tourists who were in Botswana on 
holiday and not working in Botswana were not included in the survey. 

BCWIS was a nation-wide study using administrative district and/or sub-district boundaries.

1.5	 Sampling Frame

The Sampling frame was defined and constituted by all Enumeration Areas (EAs) found 
in three geographical regions viz. (i) Cities & Towns (ii) Urban Villages , and (iii) Rural 
Areas as defined by the 2001 Population and Housing Census(PHC). There were 4,165 EAs 
demarcated for the 2001PHC. After excluding commercial farms, camps, army barracks, 
prisons, and other institutions, 4,114 EAs formed the basis for the BCWIS sampling frame.

1.6	 Publicity

The public was made aware about the survey through broadcast (radio) and print media. 
Publicity was done throughout the survey to improve survey response rate. The field staff 
also carried publicity material with them during the course of the survey.

1.7	 Sample Design

Two stage stratified probability sample design was used for BCWIS. The first stage was the 
selection of primary sampling units (PSUs), which were EAs. The second stage was the 
selection of occupied households within the selected EAs. A list of identified occupied 
households formed the basis of secondary sampling units (SSUs). Thus the number of 
occupied households in the selected EA served as a sampling frame for that EA.

1.8	 Data Processing

Data processing was outsourced to RPC Data Ltd. Data processing activities entailed 
design of data capturing system, supervision of data entry, consolidation of data sets and 
production of key tables upon completion of data cleaning. 

1.9	 Analysis

Assistance in BCWIS analysis and analytical capacity building was received from the World 
Bank through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Botswana office. The 
assistance largely focused on capacity building for poverty analysis.

3 Statistics BotswanaBOTSWANA CORE WELFARE INDICATORS SURVEY 2009/10

Enumeration Area [EA] : An Enumeration Area (EA) is the smallest geographic unit, which represented an average work-load for an 
enumerator over a  specified period

 Urban Villages: These are villages each with a 2001 Census population of 5,000 or more and at least 75 percent of its workforce engaged 
in non-subsistence agricultural economic activities. There are 27 urban villages distributed over the districts.

1

2
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1.10	 Sources of Funding

The BCWIS was funded by the Government of Botswana in partnership with UNDP. The survey 
cost P41 Million, with transport costs accounting for 44.0 percent of the budget, personnel 
emoluments and data processing each accounting for 30.0 and 3.0 percent respectively.
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Chapter 2: 	 Population and Household Social-Economic Characteristics

2.1	 Introduction
	
This chapter highlights the salient socio-economic profiles of the households and the 
population at national and strata levels. The statistics and indicators covered include numbers 
and characteristics of households and persons, housing units, education and training status 
of the population, marital status and economic activity status of the population.

2.2	 Households Characteristics and Possessions

2.2.1	 Number of Households and Total Persons

The BCWIS estimated the total number of households at 521,327, housing a total of 1,803,398 
persons. This represented a 32.0 and 10.0 percent growth, respectively for the number of 
households and persons when compared to the 2002/03 HIES which had 394,272 households 
and 1,632,922 persons.  The results indicated a slight increase in the proportion of male 
headed households at the national level from 53.6 to 54.3 percent. The results also showed 
an increase in the proportion of male headed households in urban villages, which was 
estimated at 49.9 percent, compared to 47.7 percent as estimated by the 2002/03 HIES. 
Table 1.T gives a summary of households and population by strata.  

Table 1.T : Number of Households and Population Estimated during the BCWIS
    2002/03 HIES 2009/10 BCWIS 

 Cities/ 
 Towns 

 Urban 
Villages 

Rural 
Areas  National  Cities/  Towns  Urban 

Villages 
 Rural 
Areas  National 

Male* 65,730 57,880 87,793 211,403 80,126 85,177 117,701 283,004

Female* 43,826 63,440 75,602 182,869 52,236 85,455 100,632 238,323

Total 109,556 121,320 163,395 394,272 132,362 170,632 218,333 521,327

Male ** 174,711 242,465 344,460 761,636 182,274 301,799 376,259 860,332

Female ** 195,101 302,788 373,397 871,286 187,075 353,095 402,896 943,066

Total Pop 369,812 545,253 717,857 1,632,922 369,349 654,894 779,155 1,803,398

% Male* 60 47.7 53.7 53.6 60.5 49.9 53.9 54.3

% Female* 40 52.3 46.3 46.4 39.5 50.1 46.1 45.7

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

% Male** 47.2 44.5 48 46.6 49.4 46.1 48.3 47.7

% Female** 52.8 55.5 52 53.4 50.6 53.9 51.7 52.3

Total Pop 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

* Refers to Male/Female Headed Households ** Refers to Male/Female Population
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2.3	 Population Age Distribution

The survey results indicated that the population of the country was dominated by the 
youth, aged 34 years and below, which accounted for 70.6 percent of the population. This 
scenario was observed for cities/towns and urban villages, which accounted for 73.0 and 
71.9 percent respectively, of the most dominant group. In rural areas, 68.3 percent of the 
population was aged 34 years and below. 

At the national level, age groups 0-4, 5-9 and 10 – 14 were the highest contributors to the 
total population at 11.8, 11.0 and 11.0 percent, respectively. In cities and towns, age groups 
20-24, 25-29 and 30-34 accounted for 12.6, 13.3 and 11.5 percent respectively, towards 
the total population, whilst in urban villages and rural areas, the highest contributors to 
the population were similar to those at national level. Figures 1 through 4 depict the age 
distribution of the population at national level and stratum level.
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Overall, 43.2 percent of the population lived in rural areas, whilst 36.3 and 20.5 percent of 
the population was found in urban villages and cities/towns respectively. Figure 5 shows 
comparison of age distribution by strata as a percentage of the total population. The rural 
areas contribution to the total population was highest for age groups 0-4 through 10-14 and 
45-49 years and above. This is depicted in Figure 5.
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2.4	 Heads of Households and Household Size

The average age of head of household was observed to be 45 years, the same as observed 
during the 2002/03 HIES. The results indicated an increase in the proportion of households 
headed by males in the age groups of 20-29 and 30 – 39 years when compared to the 
findings of the 2002/03 HIES.

The results showed a fall in the average household size. Comparing the HIES and BCWIS, the 
average household size decreased from 4.1 to 3.5 persons between 2002/03 and 2009/10. 
Table 2.T and Figure 6; present the distribution of households by sex and age group of 
household head.

Table 2.T: Summary Distribution of Households Heads by Age Group of Household Head and Sex
2002/03 2009/10

Male Female Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes

 Households 211,403 182,869 394,272 283,004 238,324 521,328

 Age Groups  Percentage of Households Heads 

 12 - 19 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.2 1.1 1.2

 20 - 29 18.9 16.8 18 20.7 16.6 18.8

 30 - 39 24 23.8 23.9 26.5 22.6 24.7

 40 - 49 20.8 21 20.9 18.2 20.6 19.3

 50 - 59 14.7 13.7 14.2 15.2 16.4 15.8

 60 - 69 9.6 10.1 9.8 9.6 9.3 9.5

 70 + 10.2 13 11.5 8.5 13.5 10.8

 Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

 Median 40 41 40 40 44 42

 Mean 44.7 46 45.3 43.8 46.7 45.2

 Average House-hold 
Size 3.94 4.38 4.1 3.17 3.8 3.46
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Figure 6 shows that for younger age groups of 20-29 and 30-39, there were more male 
headed households compared with female headed households; the opposite was realized 
from older age groups of40-49 years and above.

2.5	 Marital Status

Table 3.T and Figure 7 present marital status of heads of households by sex at national level. 
The 2009/10 BCWIS results showed that at national level, the percentage of “never married” 
heads of households stood at 37.2 percent, up from 26.9 percent that was observed in 
2002/03. The percentage of heads of households which were married and living together 
with partners both showed decreases, from 36.5 (married) and 30.6 percent (living together) 
in 2002/03, to 26.9 and 20.4 percent in 2009/10. The BCWIS revealed that, of the 54.3 percent 
of male heads of household, 21.6 and 15.9 percent were “married” and “never married”, 
respectively in 2009/10, compared to15.0 and 1.6 percent of the 53.6 percent of male 
heads of households in 2002/03.

Table 3.T: Marital Status of Heads of Households by Sex 
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Figure 7 presents marital status of heads of households by strata. The results showed that 
the proportion of “never married” heads of households was highest in cities/towns (43.4 
percent), whilst in urban villages and rural areas, the proportion of “never married” heads 
of households were 35.9 and 34.5 percent, respectively.

2.6	  Housing Units, Utilities and Services

2.6.1	 Housing Units

The results of the BCWIS showed that at the national level, 50.4 percent of households 
lived in self-built housing units, while 23.8 percent occupied rented housing units owned 
by individuals. This represented a decrease of 5.4 percentage points in households that 
occupy self-built housing units, which stood at 55.8 percent in 2002/03, and an increase of 
4.1 percentage points of households living in rented housing units owned by individuals.   In 
cities/towns, 52.4 percent of households lived in rented housing units owned by individuals. 
In rural areas, 69.0 percent of households occupied self-built housing units, whilst in urban 
villages 54.1 percent occupied self-built housing units, compared to only 14.9 percent 
observed in cities/towns. Table 4.T presents summary of the mode of acquisition of housing 
units occupied by households for periods 2002/03 and 2009/10.

2.6.2	 Sources of Water Supply

The BCWIS results showed that 88.9 percent of households had access to piped water at 
national level. This was an improvement from the findings of the 1993/94 and 2002/03 HIES, 
which had indicated 83.3 and 86.9 percent of households as having access to piped water, 
respectively. For rural areas, 44.2 percent of households had piped water as their source 
of water (either indoors or outdoors). Additionally, 30.6 percent had access to communal 
taps within their localities. This was an improvement compared with the findings from HIES 
2002/03 that revealed 67.9 percent of rural households having access to communal taps 
within their localities, and implications of this are that fewer households used communal 
taps in 2009/10, which means more households had piped water in their compounds. Table 
5.T provides detailed proportions on sources of water for households.



Table 5.T:  Proportion of Households by Source of Water by Strata - 1993/94, 2002/03 and 2009/10 
1993/94 2002/03 2009/10 1993/94 2002/03 2009/10

 Source of water  National  Cities/  
Towns 

 Urban 
Villages 

 Rural 
Areas  National  Cities/  

Towns 
 Urban 

Villages 
 Rural 
Areas  National Cumulative 

% -National
Cumulative 
% -National

Cumulative 
% -National

 Piped indoors 14.3 44 19.5 5.1 20.4 52.1 33.3 12.4 29.3 14.3 20.4 29.3

 Piped outdoors 15.9 37.1 50 16.1 32.4 37.7 55.7 31.8 41.1 30.2 52.8 70.4

 Communal 
tap within the 
locality 

                -   
      

44.4 30.5 9.8 9.7 30.6 18.5
                            

15.6 25.3 30.2 83.3 88.9

 Communal 
tap outside the 
locality 

53 0.2 0.2 8.3 3.6            -                -               -                  -   
                          

83.2 86.9 88.9

Bowser/tanker               -            -               -           -                -            -   0 2.3 1 83.2 86.9 89.9

 Well                -            -              -           -                -   0.1             -   3.3 1.4 83.2 86.9 91.4

 Borehole  11.3          -               -   17 7 0 0 11.8 5 94.5 93.9 96.3

Piped Water 94.5 96.9 95 90.9 93.9 99.6 98.7 88.9 94.9

 River/Stream 3.3          -               -   4.2 1.7          -               -   3.7 1.6 97.8 95.6 97.9

 Dam/Pan               -            -               -           -                -   0.1             -   2.5 1.1 97.8 95.6 99

 Rain water tank               -            -              -           -                -            -               -   0.3 0.1 97.8 95.6 99.1

 Spring water                -            -               -           -                -            -   0 0.2 0.1 97.8 95.6 99.2

 Other 2.2 3.1 5 4.9 4.4 0.2 1.2 0.9 0.8 100 100 100

 Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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2.6.3	 Sources of Fuel

The survey sought to establish principal sources of fuel for households across the strata. 
Table6.T presents trends on fuels used by households for lighting and cooking. At the national 
level, results showed that the principal source of lighting for households has increasingly 
become electricity, which was used by 13.0, 27.0 and 46.0 percent respectively for the 
years 1993/94, 2002/03 and 2009/10. This was accompanied by a decline in use of paraffin 
over the period, which was used by 71.0 percent of households in 1993/94 and 32.0 percent 
of households in 2009/10.

The results showed that the principal fuel used by households for cooking in 2009/10 was 
Gas (Liquid Petroleum Gas), used by 43.0 percent of households, followed by Wood, which 
was used by 42.0 percent of households. Since1993/94 to the current 2009/10 survey, gas 
has gradually become the principal fuel for cooking, as opposed to wood, whose use has 
steadily declined (Table 6.T).

Figure 8 depicts a summary of households’ principal source of fuel for cooking by strata in 
2009/10. The results showed that wood is the principal fuel for cooking in rural areas, with 
gas being principally used in cities/towns and urban villages
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2.7	 Ownership of Information Communication Technology Items

Table 7.T presents a summary of household ownership of Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) items. The results showed that for all the items, ownership increases with 
urbanization. BCWIS 2009/10 showed that of all the ICT items, mobile phones were the 
most owned by households, with 80.4 percent of households having at least one member 
owning a cellular phone at the national level. Radio and Television were second and third 
respectively at 55.9 and 47.2 percent. Ownership of cellular phone is highest in cities/towns, 
with 93.2 percent of households having indicated ownership. 
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Table 7.T: Household Ownership of Information, Communication & Technology (ICT) Items  by Strata

ICT  Items

Strata

Cities & Towns Urban Villages Rural Areas National

Households % of total 
households Households % of total 

households Households% of total house-
holds

House-
holds

% of total 
households

Radio/cassette/CD player 84,631 63.9 103,816 60.8 103,208 47.3 291,655 55.9

Video Cassette 
Recorder 29,259 22.1 30,297 17.8 14,395 6.6 73,951 14.2

Television 89,091 67.3 101,144 59.3 55,742 25.5 245,977 47.2

Stereo/Hi-Fi system 20,011 15.1 22,115 13 12,030 5.5 54,156 10.4

Personal computer/laptop 28,251 21.3 19,488 11.4 6,170 2.8 53,909 10.3

Telephone 15,113 11.4 17,919 10.5 9,680 4.4 42,712 8.2

Cellular phone 123,311 93.2 151,856 89 144,100 66 19,267 80.4

Total Number of Households 132,362 170,632 218,333 521,327

2.8	  Education and Training

2.8.1	 Education

The module on education was administered for persons aged two years and above. This 
sought to investigate issues relating to school enrollment, literacy and other education 
related issues. Table 8.T gives summary percentage of school attendance by age groups 
for population aged two (2) years and above. Overall, 79.0 percent of the population had 
attended school at the time the survey was conducted. The percentage of “attended 
school” decreased with age, from age group 10-14 upwards. For the 10-14 year olds, the 
percentage that attended school was 99.0 percent. Overall, 53.0 percent of the population 
aged two (2) years and above who attended school were female, and 51.0 percent of 
those that did not attend were female. From ages 20-24 years onwards, the percentage 
that had attended school was higher for females than males. For non-attendance, the 
percentage of males was highest for age groups 5-9 through 34-39 years. This is summarized 
in Table 9.T. 
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Table 8.T: Summary Percentage of 
School  

 Attendance by Age Group 

 Age Group  Attended  Never 
Attended 

2-Apr 10 90

5-Sep 76 24

Oct-14 99 1

15-19 98 2

20-24 97 3

25-29 95 5

30-34 95 5

35-39 91 9

40-44 86 14

45 -49 75 25

50 -54 63 37

55 - 59 62 38

60 - 64 56 44

65 + 38 62

All 79 21

Table 9.T: Percentage Distribution of Population Aged 2 Years 
and Over by Sex & school Attendance

 Age Group 
 Attended  Never Attended 

 Male  Female  Male  Female 

 2 - 4 49 51 49 51

 5 - 9 49 51 54 46

 10 - 14 51 49 71 29

 15 - 19 50 50 64 36

 20 - 24 47 53 67 33

 25 - 29 48 52 48 52

 30 - 34 46 54 63 37

 35 - 39 48 52 60 40

 40 - 44 41 59 50 50

 45 - 49 42 58 44 56

 50 - 54 39 61 45 55

 55 - 59 45 55 54 46

2.8.2	 English/Setswana Reading and Numeracy Rates

The BCWIS 2009/10 administered a module to estimate literacy rates through reading and 
simple calculation for population aged 10 years and above. The literate population in this 
instance would be estimated as the number of all those who could read and calculate 
without errors or difficulty, together with those who could read and calculate with errors or 
difficulty. The reading was tested for English or in Setswana depending on the respondent’s 
understanding and choice.

Table 10.T: English/Setswana Reading for Population Aged 10 Years and over by Sex and Strata

Reading Ability Rates (percentage)

 Strata Male     Female National

Cities & Towns 96.1 96.5 96.3

Urban Villages 90 89.3 90

Rural Areas 75 76.3 75.6

National 85.1 86.5 85.3
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The results revealed male and female reading ability rates of 85.1 and 86.5 percent 
respectively, with the reading ability rate for females higher than that of males by 1.4 
percentage points. Across strata, reading ability rates for females were higher than those of 
males in rural areas and cities and towns. Overall, the results showed higher reading ability 
rates for urban areas compared to rural areas. The results are summarized in Table 9.T.

Results on numeracy rates (Table 11.T) revealed a similar pattern to reading ability rates. 
Across strata, numeracy rates were higher for urban areas compared to rural areas, with 
95.4 percent for cities and towns, 89.9 percent in urban villages and 75.5 percent in rural 
areas. 

Reading ability rates by age group revealed a decreasing trend with age, with the highest 
rate of 96.9 and percent reading ability rate recorded for age group 10-14 years, and 13.9 
percent recorded for persons aged 90 years and above. Numeracy rates though generally 
decreasing with age showed that for younger ages (10-19 years), the population aged 
15-19 years had a higher rate of 96.0 percent compared to those aged 10-14 years at 94.7 
percent. Table 8 in appendix1 presents reading ability and numeracy rates by age group.

Figure 9 presents reading ability and numeracy rates by age group.

Table 11.T: Numeracy Rates for Population Aged 10 Years and over by Sex and Strata

 Strata Numeracy Rates (Percentage)

   Male Female National

95.1 95.3 95.4
Cities & Towns

89.5 89.7 89.9
Urban Villages

74.2 75.4 75.5
Rural Areas

84.7 85.4 84.5
National
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Reading ability and numeracy rates by district are graphically in Figure 10. The results showed 
that generally the reading ability and numeracy rates were highest for cities and towns and 
lowest for districts furthest from the railway line. Exceptions were Chobe, and Ngamiland 
East, which showed high rates. 

The results for reading and numeracy rate were combined to estimate literacy rates as 
presented in Table 12.T. Literacy rate was estimated at 84.9 percent at the national level. 
This was lower than the estimate for females, which stood at 86.0 percent. The males’ 
literacy rate was 84.9 percent at national level. Overall, literacy rates were slightly higher 
for females compared to males in the cities and towns and rural areas.

Table 12.T: Literacy Rates for Population Aged 10 Years & above by Sex & Strata

 Strata 
Literacy Rates Estimates (Percentage)

Male Female National

Cities & Towns 95.6 95.9 95.9

Urban Villages 89.8 89.5 90

Rural Areas 74.6 75.9 75.6

National 84.9 86 84.9

2.8.3	 Trends in Literacy Rates

The 2003 Literacy Survey estimated literacy rate at 81.2 percent. This was in reference to 
the population aged 15 years and above. The BCWIS 2009/10 estimate for literacy rate was 
83.2 percent, an improvement of two (2) percentage points. Trends in literacy rates are 
presented in Table 13.T.
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Table 13.T : Trends in Literacy Rates; 1981, 1991, 1993, 2001, 2003 and 2010
10- 70 years 12-70 years 15-65+ years

Year Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

1981 32 36 34 .. .. .. .. .. ..

1991 .. .. .. .. .. .. 66.8 67.7 67.3

1993 .. .. .. .. .. .. 66.9 70.3 68.9

2001 64.98 69.82 67.5 .. .. .. 69.9 73.6 71.8

2003 75.3 77.9 76.6 79.6 81.8 80.9 80.4 81.8 81.2

2010 85.1 86.5 85.3 87.4 89.2 88.4 82.3 83.8 83.2

The Map below presents literacy rates by sub district.
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2.8.4	 Training

Table 14.T presents a summary of training status for population aged 15 years and above 
by sex. Among males, 46.0 percent of the population aged 20-24 indicated that they were 
still undergoing training, compared with 42.0 percent of females in the same age group. 
The survey has further shown that, of the population that discontinued with training, or those 
that could not complete training, the majority were among age groups 20-24 through 30-34 
years for males, whilst for females they were predominantly among the age groups 20-24 
up to 35-39.

Table 14.T: Percentage of Population Aged 15 years and Above by Sex & Training 

 Age Group 
 No training  Still training  Completed training  Discontinued training 

 Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female 

15 - 19 18 15 8 9 0 0 3 2

20 - 24 13 12 46 42 8 9 18 22

25 - 29 12 11 23 19 21 22 27 24

30 - 34 9 9 8 11 20 19 26 18

35 - 39 7 7 5 4 16 16 5 13

40 - 44 5 6 1 3 11 12 3 5

45 - 49 5 6 2 3 8 9 5 6

50 - 54 4 6 1 1 7 7 5 2

55 - 59 4 4 1 1 4 3 3 1

60 - 64 3 3 0 0 2 1 3 6

65 + 8 10 1 2 3 2 1 2

All 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

BCWIS observed that of the total population exposed to some training, 18.0 percent had 
obtained “other certificate”, with 17.0 percent having obtained university degree. In 
comparison to the 2002/03 HIES, there has been a significant increase in the population 
that obtained university degree. Figure 10 depicts the attainment of training at national 
level for the different levels.
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2.9	  Economically Active Persons

Economically active persons refer to those who are employed and those who are actively 
seeking work. These are persons referred to as the labour force. Therefore, labour force 
comprises of individuals who are employed and unemployed. The unemployed refers to 
those actively seeking work.

The 1971 population and housing census collected data from economically active persons 
aged ten (10) years and over to capture children working in the subsistence sector.  The 
1981 and latest censuses collected data from persons aged 12 years to identify and monitor 
child labour activities (if any) in the Country.

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) convention no. 138 stipulates that minimum age 
for employment should not be less than 15 years. However countries with less developed 
economic or educational infrastructure may set the minimum age at 14 years. Botswana 
has set employment minimum age at 14 years according to the Employment Act Chapter 
47:01.

The Employment Act Section 107 (2) states that “A child who has attained the age of 14 
years and is not attending school may be employed on light work not harmful to his health 
and development”. In addition, the country has ratified the ILO convention no. 182 on 
eliminating the worst forms of child labour.

On the other hand, UNICEF definition of a child refers to persons under the age of 18. These 
individuals are supposed to be under the care of their parents/ guardians even when they 
are not enrolled in schools or training institutions. Botswana’s secondary education system 
is available to children up to high school level, accommodating children up to the age of 
eighteen.

Statistics Botswana has been administering economic questions to persons aged 12 years 
and above as far back as 1981. Although Botswana’s minimum employment age is 14 
years, Statistics Botswana collects economic activity information from persons aged 12 
years and above in order to assess existence of child labour. However, for purposes of 
estimating unemployment, analysis will be focusing on those aged 15 and 19 years and 
above respectively to accommodate both the international practice (ILO) and national 
needs on employment information.

In view of the foregoing, the labour force would be confined to the population aged 15 
and 19 years and over. 

The results of the BCWIS estimated the labour force aged 15 years and over at 705,448 of 
which 126,019 (17.9 percent) were unemployed.  Table 25 in Appendix 1 summarizes the 
labour force and resultant unemployment rates by age groups and sex for persons aged 15 
years and above. Figure 11 presents unemployment rates by age group and sex for labour 
force aged 15 years and over
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The labour force aged 19 years and over was estimated at 684,321, of which 118,008 (17.2 
percent) were unemployed.  Table 26 in appendix 1 and Figure 12 summarizes the labour 
force and resultant unemployment rates by age groups and sex for persons aged 19 years 
and above for 2009/10.
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2.10	 Paid Employment

Out of the 705,448 labour force aged 15 years and over, 579,429 were employed, of which 
394,887 (68.0 percent) were in paid employment. Males accounted for 38.0 percent 
and females for 29.6 percent of the labour force in paid employment. The private sector 
employed 45.7 percent of paid employees, followed by Central Government at 20.9 
percent. Figure 13 summarizes paid employees by sector and sex.

2.11	 Self-Employment, Unpaid and Own Lands/Cattle

The economically active population that was in employment other than paid employment 
accounted for 32.4 percent of the overall economically employed labour force. The 
majority (518 %) were engaged in Own Lands/Cattle post (subsistence agriculture), followed 
by those in self-employment without employees (informal sector). Figure 14 illustrates the 
distribution of unpaid economically engaged labour force by sector.
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2.12	 Employment by Occupation

Table 22 (in appendix1) gives a summary of the different occupations of the employed 
labour force. The most prevalent occupations were subsistence agriculture and related 
work, cattle herding and domestic help (including cleaning & laundering), which accounted 
for 12.0, 10.0 and six (6.0) percent of the employed labour force, respectively.

The majority of employed women worked as subsistence agriculture employees, at 14.0 
percent, followed by domestic help at 13.0 percent and street vending at four (4) percent. 
Cattle herding was found to be the most prevalent occupation among males, accounting 
for 16.0 percent of the total employed males, followed by subsistence agriculture at 10.0 
percent and security guards at 4.0 percent.

2.13	 Employment by Industry

The results of the survey showed that Agriculture, Hunting and Forestry sector was the highest 
employer at 27.0 percent, followed by Public Administration and Retail and Wholesale 
sectors at 16.0 and 10.0 percent respectively. Figure 15 presents a pictorial summary of 
employment by economic sector.
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2.14	 Unemployment

The results of the BCWIS estimated that a total of 126, 019 persons aged 15 years and 
above were unemployed, that is, they were available for work and were actively seeking 
employment during the period of the survey. This population when taken as a proportion 
of the total labour force (which includes the employed and unemployed) resulted in 
unemployment rate of 17.9 percent nationally. Unemployment rate for females was 21.4 
percent compared with 14.6 percent for males. 

Unemployment rate was highest for age groups 15-19, 19 years and 20-24, which recorded 
rates of 41.4, 46.7 and 34.0 percent, respectively (see tables 25 & 26). Overall, unemployment 
by broad age groups revealed highest rates for the youth, aged 15 through 35 years, which 
stood at 25.0 percent.

Table 15.T: Percentage of Labour Force By Broad Age Groups and Sex 

   Labour Force (%)

Age Group Male Female Total

Youth: 15 - 35 56.1 54.2 55.1

Adults: 36 - 64 39.1 41.8 40.4

Pensioners: 65 yrs+ 4.9 4 4.5

Total 100 100 100

Unemployment Rate (%)

Age Group Male Female

Youth: 15 - 35 20.3 30.4 25

Adults: 36 - 64 8.2 11.8 10

Pensioners: 65 yrs+ 0.2 0.4 0.3

Total 14.6 21.4 17.9

The labour force that attained some secondary education recorded the highest 
unemployment rate at 24.4 percent. As part of the labour force, persons who attained 
some secondary education stood at 328,448, which was 46.2 percent of the 710,600 total 
labour force.

Tables 16.T and able 17.T respectively summarises the labour force by sex and educational 
attainment, and age group.
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Table 16.T : Labour Force by Educational Attainment and Sex

Educational Attainment
Male Female Total Male Female Total

Number Percentage (%)

No Education 59,955 37,491 97,446 9 6 15

Non Formal 6,839 8,015 14,854 1 1 2

Primary* 74,945 71,301 146,246 11 10 21

Secondary* 162,703 165,128 327,831 23 23 46

Tertiary 29,306 30,863 60,169 4 4 9

University 29,776 21,291 51,067 4 3 7

Not Stated 4,111 3,724 7,835 1 1 1

Total 367,635 337,813 705,448 52 48 100

* These include those who did not complete/attain certificates

Table 17.T: Economically Active Population by Age Group 2010

Age Group  Male  Female  Total Male  Female Total Cumulative 
(%) 

Economically Active Percentage (%) of Total Labour Force

 15-19 19,741 15,707 35,448 3 2 5 5

 20-24 51,620 45,485 97,104 7 6 14 19

 25-29 67,783 60,675 128,458 10 9 18 37

 30-34 55,813 51,612 107,425 8 7 15 52

 35-39 44,854 40,536 85,390 6 6 12 64

 40-44 29,895 35,129 65,024 4 5 9 74

 45-49 26,725 27,390 54,115 4 4 8 81

 50-54 22,434 23,752 46,185 3 3 7 88

 55-59 18,736 14,758 33,495 3 2 5 92

 60-64 12,087 9,201 21,288 2 1 3 96

 65+ 17,948 13,568 31,516 3 2 4 100

 Total 367,635 337,813 705,448 52 48 100

Unemployment within strata indicated the highest unemployment rate to be in urban 
villages at 23.4 percent, followed by rural areas at 16.2. Across all strata, the contribution of 
female unemployment towards stratum unemployment was higher than that of males. This 
is illustrated in Table 18.T.

Table 18.T: Unemployment Rates Within Strata by Sex 2010

Stratum Male Female Total

Cities/towns 10.5 16 13.1

Urban villages 20.5 26.2 23.4

Rural areas 12.7 20.4 16.2

Total 14.6 21.4 17.9
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2.15	 Unemployment by Training

Unemployment by training showed that the highest unemployment rate was among those 
with no training at 21 percent, followed by the category with Brigades certificate at 17.5 
percent. Included in the category with no training, are those who went no further than 
secondary school education. Unemployment by training is summarized in Table 19.T.

Table 19.T: Unemployment Rates (%) by Type/Level of Training 2010

Training Male Female Total

No Training 17.1 25 21

Apprentice Cert 12.8 19 14.8

Brigade Cert 17.2 18.2 17.5

Vocational Cert 10.6 15.3 12.9

Educ. College Cert. 10.6 9.3 9.9

University Cert. 0 15 9.5

Other Certificate 5.9 11.2 8.2

Vocational Diploma 6.1 6.1 6.1

Educ. College Diploma 2.1 4.7 3.7

University Diploma 3.3 14.8 7.8

IHS Diploma 6.7 1.6 2.8

Other Diploma 6.9 4.4 5.8

University Degree 4.5 4.9 4.7

Other Degree 5.1 12.4 7.7

Not Stated 12.7 16.8 14.7

Total 14.6 21.4 17.9

2.16	 Labour Force Profile

The results of BCWIS revealed that the labour force was predominantly youthful, with the 
youth age group of 15 – 35 years accounting for 55.1 percent of the labour force aged 15 
years and over. Males accounted for 52.0 percent of the labour force. The labour force was 
largely found to be untrained, with the majority having attained some secondary school 
education. The majority of the employed were in the agricultural sector.

Overall, unemployment rate of 17.9 percent was observed in this survey, with the youth 
registering the highest unemployment rate of 25.0 percent, compared with adults aged 36 
– 64 years, with unemployment rate at 10.0 percent. 

The labour force participation rates were found to be highest for the youth as depicted by 
Figure 16.
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2.17	 Disability

The BCWIS survey sought to whether some members of the household, aged six years and 
above, had some chronic disability or long term health condition that prevented them 
from fully engaging in economic activity to earn a living. 

The survey estimated that for the population aged six years and above, 4.4 percent had 
some form of disability. Within age groups, it was observed that disability increased with 
age. The most common types of disability were found to be “blindness” and immobility, at 
46 and 22 percent respectively. Tables 20.T and 21.T give a summary of disability by Age 
group, and types of disability, respectively.

The results showed that 64 percent of the population aged six years and over had attended 
school, with 49 percent having attended primary education, 36 percent secondary 
education, and six (6) percent non-formal education. 

Out of an estimated total of 64, 623 persons aged 12 years and over with disability, 23 percent 
were employed. The private sector was the biggest employer of persons with disability, with 
35 percent, followed by government at 22 percent. Twelve percent of persons aged 12 
years and over with disability were found to be “employed” in their “own business with no 
employees” and nine (9) percent were employed in private households.
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Table 20.T: Percentage Distribution of Population by Disability by Sex Within Age Group

 Age Group 

 Males  Females  Both Sexes 

 With Disability (%)  Without Disability (%)  With Disability (%)  Without Disability (%)  With Disability (%) 

 6 - 9 2.2 97.8 0.8 99.2 1.5

 10 - 14 2.4 97.6 1.8 98.2 2.1

 15 - 19 2.3 97.7 2.7 97.3 2.5

 20 - 24 2.7 97.3 2.5 97.5 2.6

 25 - 29 2.5 97.5 3 97 2.8

 30 - 34 3.3 96.7 1.9 98.1 2.6

 35 - 39 2.6 97.4 3.6 96.4 3.1

 40 - 44 5.4 94.6 4.5 95.5 4.9

 45 - 49 4.8 95.2 4.8 95.2 4.8

 50 - 54 5.9 94.1 6.1 93.9 6.1

 55 - 59 9.3 90.7 6.2 93.8 7.7

 60 - 64 11.4 88.6 10.7 89.3 11

 65 - 69 12.5 87.5 14.7 85.3 13.7

 70 - 74 22.1 77.9 9.5 90.5 14.3

 75 - 79 27.7 72.3 14.8 85.2 19.8

 80 + 32.7 67.3 31.9 68.1 32.2

 All 4.5 95.5 4.3 95.7 4.4

Table 21.T: Population Aged Six Years and Over by Sex and Type of Disability
Type of Disability  Male  Female  All 

 Count  %  Count  %  Count  % 

Defect of seeing/blindness 14,477 44 16,996 48 31,473 46

Defect of hearing/deafness 3,417 10 5,116 14 8,533 12

Defect of speech/inability to speak 902 3 691 2 1,594 2

Inability to use leg(s) 8,203 25 7,179 20 15,382 22

Inability to use arm(s) 2,422 7 1,866 5 4,288 6

Mental retardation 3,759 11 3,527 10 7,286 11

All 33,180 100 35,376 100 68,556 100
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Chapter 3: Poverty Incidence and Profiles

3.1   Poverty Incidence

Poverty incidence is determined by computing the Poverty Datum Line (PDL), which is based 
on the cost of a basket of goods and services deemed to be necessary and adequate 
to meet basic needs for household members. This is based on the basic requirements for 
food, clothing, personal items, household goods & services and shelter. The daily/monthly 
requirements for PDL basket components differ according to sex and age, consequently 
the household composition.

The cost of the PDL basket, for a given household, is calculated on the basis of the 
households’ demographic characteristics, including sex and age of members. The cost 
of this basket is then compared with the observed total consumption for the household. 
The observed total consumption of the household is calculated by adding up the total 
Consumption Expenditure, Aid, Wages in Kind, Gifts Received, School Meals and Unearned 
Income In-kind. When the household’s PDL is lower than its observed total consumption, the 
household is defined as poor. This means that all its household members are living below 
the PDL.

The BCWIS estimates the poverty incidence at 19.3 percent, that is to say, 19.3 percent 
of the population live below the PDL. This is an improvement by 11.3 percentage points 
when compared with an estimated 30.6 percent observed from the 2002/03 Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES).The poor population was estimated at 362,116 in 
2009/10, down from 499,467 in 2002/03. Table 22.T gives a comparative summary of poverty 
incidence by strata for 2009/10 and 2002/03.

Table 22.T: Poverty Incidence by Strata - 2002/03 & 2009/10

Stratum
Poverty 

Head Count 
(%)

Household Poverty 
Incidence (%)

Number of persons 
below poverty datum 

line

Poverty Head 
Count (%)

Household Poverty 
Incidence (%)

Number of persons 
below poverty 

datum line

HIES* - 2002/03 BCWIS - 2009/10

Cities/towns 10.6 8.8 39,113 8 5.2 31,401

Urban villages 25.4 17.4 138,547 19.9 10.4 134,467

Rural areas 44.8 33.4 321,808 24.3 14.5 196,249

National 30.6 21.7 499,467 19.3 10.8 362,116

* Note: HIES refers to Household Income and Expenditure Survey
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The results indicate significant reductions in poverty incidence in rural areas and urban 
villages. The rural areas poverty incidence is estimated to have dropped from 44.8 percent 
in 2002/03 to 24.3 percent in 2009/10, a drop of 20.5 percentage points, with urban villages’ 
poverty incidence going down by 5.5 percentage points, from 25.4 percent in 2002/03 to 
19.9 percent in 2009/10.

The number of households living below the poverty datum line was estimated at 10.8 
percent nationally in 2009/10, down from 21.7 percent in 2002/03.

The distribution of the poverty incidence across strata followed the same pattern as was 
observed in 2002/03, with poverty incidence tending to decline with urbanization.  Figure 17 
presents poverty incidence by strata. The significant decrease in poverty incidence in rural 
areas followed efforts by government to eradicate abject poverty, with concerted efforts 
in targeting the very poor in rural areas. Following the publication of the Botswana Poverty 
Map in 2008, stakeholders implementing poverty eradication programmes were able to 
target poor localities.

3.1.1	 Poverty Incidence by District

The 2009/10 BCWIS sample design allowed estimates to be made at district level. This was 
meant to facilitate targeting when designing poverty eradication programmes. The 2002/03 
HIES sample design did not allow for estimating poverty incidence at district level. However, 
the poverty mapping exercise combined the 2001 Population and Housing Census and the 
2002/03 HIES to estimate poverty incidence at district level. Though the poverty mapping 
exercise used robust methods to arrive at the district poverty incidence estimates, it has to 
be noted that comparing the district poverty incidences over the two periods might not be 
consistent because of the different methodologies used.

Figure 18 details poverty incidence at district level from the 2002/03 HIES  and 2009/10 
BCWIS. 

Five districts, Ngamiland West, Ngwaketse West, Central Bobonong, Kweneng West and 
Central Boteti districts recorded the highest poverty incidences at 46.2, 41.7, 32.8, 32.4 and 
29.8 percent, respectively. The poverty incidences estimated in 2009/10 for the five districts, 
though high, were lower than the estimates recorded in 2002/03.

 The 2003 district poverty incidence estimates were derived through the use of the 2001 PHC and the 2002/03 HIES results. Therefore, 
the comparison could be inaccurate in some instances where there was under/over sampling in a district during the 2002/03 HIES.

3
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Comparison of poverty incidences between 2002/03 and 2009/10 have to be made with 
caution because the 2002/03 poverty incidence was derived using the 2002/03 HIES data 
and the 2001 Population and Housing Census data. The estimates for district poverty in 
2002/03 were based on poverty predictors whilst the 2009/10 poverty incidence was derived 
directly from the survey.

A look at the numbers of persons living below poverty datum line shows that Kweneng 
East, Central Serowe/Palapye and Central Tutume, in that order, had the largest number of 
persons living below the PDL. However, when presented in percentage terms these districts 
were lower than those observed in other districts. This was because above-mentioned 
districts with higher absolute figures below PDL also had high total populations.

In interpreting the results, it is important to note that there are instances where the percentage 
of persons living below the PDL is low, whilst the number of persons living below the PDL is 
high. An example is Kweneng East, where the percentage of persons living below the PDL 
was 17.8 percent, and the number of persons below the PDL was estimated at 45,557, out 
of an estimated population of 256, 948. 
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2009-2010 POVERTY HEAD COUNT AT SUB-DISTRCT LEVEL
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3.1.2	 Poverty Incidence Percentage Shares by Strata Sex and Age Group

The BCWIS has observed that of the 19.3 percent of the population living below the PDL, 
10.7 percent were female, of which 5.7 and 4.1 percent were in rural areas and urban 
villages, respectively. Overall, there were more females living below the PDL across all 
strata when compared with males. Within strata, there were more females living below the 
poverty datum line compared with males. The urban villages had 56.5 percent of females 
living below the poverty datum line, compared with 43.5 percent of males.  Table 23.T 
summarizes percentage shares of the distribution of poverty incidence by strata and sex.

Poverty incidence by sex showed that 20.4 percent of females were poor compared with 
18.1 percent of males (Table 38 in appendix 1)

Table 23.T: Poverty Incidence Percentage Shares by Sex and Strata (%) 

 Stratum  Male  Female  All 

% Share Distribution of Overall Poverty Incidence by Sex an Strata

 Cities/Towns 0.8 0.9 1.7

 Urban Villages 3.1 4.1 7.2

 Rural Areas 4.8 5.7 10.5

 National 8.6 10.7 19.3

Percentage of the Poor by Sex within  Strata

 Cities/Towns 45.8 54.2 100

 Urban Villages 43.5 56.5 100

 Rural Areas 45.4 54.6 100

 National 44.8 55.2 100

The results further showed that 55.2 percent of the poor population was female (See Table 
40 appendix1). The distribution of poor persons showed that the majority were in the age 
groups 0-4, 5-9 and 10-14 years, with 15.7, 15.1 and 15.4 percent of the poor population, 
respectively. 

Figure 19 depicts the percentage distribution of the poor by age group and sex. The figure 
shows that poverty decreases as age increases. This, to a large extent is due to the popula-
tion structure, which showed higher population in younger ages compared to older ages. 
Moreover, unemployment rates were also found to be highest among the youth (Table 25 
in appendix1).
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3.1.3	 Poverty Incidence at Household Level by Sex of Head & Source of Income

The distribution of poor households revealed a slightly higher percentage of female headed 
households living below the PDL at 6.3 percent compared with 4.4 percent of male headed 
households, at national level. Across strata, the percentage of female headed households 
below the PDL was higher than of male headed households in urban villages and rural 
areas. This is in spite of the fact that results showed that there were more male headed 
households compared to female households across strata, with the exception of urban 
villages. Table 24.T summarizes distribution of poor households by strata and sex of head of 
household.

Table 24.T: Percentage Share Distribution of Poor Households by Strata & Sex of Head 

Households

 Stratum Male Headed Female Headed All

% Distribution of Poor Households by Sex And Strata

 Cities/Towns 0.7 0.6 1.3

 Urban Villages 1.2 2.2 3.4

 Rural Areas 2.6 3.5 6

 National 4.4 6.3 10.8

Percentage of Poor Households by Sex Within Strata

 Cities/Towns 51.5 48.5 100

 Urban Villages 34.5 65.5 100

 Rural Areas 42.5 57.5 100

 National 41.1 58.9 100

At the national level, the majority of poor households, indicated their main source 
of income as Wages from Employment, accounting for 39.7 percent of households, 
followed by Pensions and Remittances at 14.3 and 13.4 percent respectively, of poor 
households. The trend was the same for both urban villages and rural areas. In cities and 
towns, 68.0 percent of poor households indicated their main source of income as being 
Wages from Employment, followed by 9.7 percent (Enterprise income) and 6.4 percent 
(Remittances). The results are summarized in Table 36 of appendix 1. Figure 20 depicts 
distribution of poor households by major source of income.
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3.1.4	 Poverty Incidence by School Attendance and Training of Head of Household

The BCWIS results showed that in every stratum, the majority of heads of household for 
poor households had attended school, with the cities and towns standing at 78.6 percent 
and the urban areas and rural areas at 58.1 and 50.0 percent respectively. The results are 
summarized in Table 25.T. Over 90 percent of poor heads of household had no training. The 
majority of those were in rural areas at 58.4 percent and in urban villages with 31.2 percent. 
The results are presented in Table 41 in appendix 1. 

Table 25.T: Poor Households by School Attendance of Head 

 School Attendance  Cities/Towns  Urban villages  Rural areas  National 

 Attended 5,683 10,700 16,298 32,681

 Never Attended 1,485 7,673 16,246 25,403

 Not Stated 64 55 81 200

 All 7,232 18,428 32,624 58,285

Percentage (%) Distribution within Strata

 Attended 78.6 58.1 50 56.1

 Never Attended 20.5 41.6 49.8 43.6

 Not Stated 0.9 0.3 0.2 0.3

 All 100 100 100 100

Percentage (%) Distribution Across Strata

 Attended 17.4 32.7 49.9 100

 Never Attended 5.8 30.2 64 100

 Not Stated 31.8 27.8 40.4 100

 All 12.4 31.6 56 100

3.1.5	 Poverty Incidence by Disability/Illness of Head of Household

Out of the estimated 58, 285 poor households, 34.6 percent were headed by persons with 
disability or illness. HIV/Aids was the most prevalent ailment at 9.4 percent, followed by High 
blood pressure and Defect of seeing/blindness at 9.1 and 4.5 percent respectively. Table 43 
in appendix 1 presents details of the distribution by strata. 

3.1.6	 Poverty Incidence by Marital Status of Head of Household

At the national level, it was estimated that 33.8 percent of heads of poor households were 
never married. The “married” and “living together” heads, respectively accounted for 26.4 
and 20.8 percent of total poor household heads nationally. This pattern was observed for 
cities/towns and rural areas. In Urban villages, 21.1 percent of poor household heads were 
found to Widowed/Widowers. Table 26.T and figure 21 present a summary of the results.
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Table 26.T: Percentage of Households by Marital Status of Head by Strata

Marital Status Cities/towns Urban villages Rural areas National

 Married 24.1 29.3 25.3 26.4

 Living together 25.7 10.4 25.7 20.8

 Separated 1 0.3 2 1.3

 Divorced        -   1.7 2.8 2.1

 Widowed/Widower 8.1 21.1 13.9 15.5

 Never married 41.1 37.1 30.4 33.8

 All 100 100 100 100

3.1.7	 Poverty Incidence by Household Size and Number of Rooms

The average household size of poor households was estimated at 6.2 persons nationally, with 
highest of 7.3 persons observed for urban villages. The cities and towns average household 
size for poor households was estimated at 4.3 persons.
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Table 27.T: Average Household Size of Poor Households by Strata
 Stratum Average Household Size 

 Cities/towns 4.3

 Urban Villages 7.3

 Rural Villages 6

 National 6.2

In cities and towns, the majority of poor households were found to be living in one (1) 
roomed housing units, whist in rural areas and urban villages, the majority of poor households 
occupied two (2) roomed housing units, with the percentage estimated at 33.5 percent for 
rural areas and 30.3 in urban villages. The majority poor households living in one (1) roomed 
housing units were found to be in rural areas, at 61.0 percent. The results are summarized in 
Table 28.T.

Table 28.T: Percentage Distribution of Poor Households by Number of Living rooms

 Number of Rooms  Cities/towns  Urban Villages  Rural Villages  National 

1 52.5 12 28.8 26.5

2 10.4 30.3 33.5 29.6

3 15.7 24.1 22.1 21.9

4 12.3 17.8 9.5 12.5

 5+ 9.1 15.8 6 9.5

100 100 100 100

Percentage (%) Distribution poor Households by Number of Rooms

1 24.8 14.2 61 100

2 4.4 32 63.7 100

3 9 34.3 56.7 100

4 12.4 44.7 43 100

 5+ 12 52.1 35.9 100

 All 12.5 31.2 56.2 100
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3.2	  Summary Profile of Poor Persons and Households

The results showed that the majority of persons living below the poverty datum 
line are living in rural areas and that poverty incidence decreased with 
urbanization. Of the poor population, the majorities was in the younger ages 
(less than 35 years of age) and were mostly unemployed. Females were the 
most affected by poverty compared to their male counterparts.

At Household level, households headed by females were found to be the 
most affected by poverty. Generally, households headed by “never married” 
heads were most likely to be poor, and the heads of households would most 
likely have no training though they would have attended school.

3.3	  Population Living Below a one Dollar (1 USD) a Day

The national estimates for persons who were living below the one dollar a day 
in Botswana reduced from 23.4 to 6.4 percent between 2002/3 and 2009/10 as 
shown on Table 29.T.  These rates translated into 119,209 persons living below a 
dollar a day in 2009/10 compared to 382, 733 persons in 2002/3. 

The data showed a significant decline in the proportion of persons living below 
a dollar a day between 2002/03 and 2009/10. In rural areas, the percentage 
dropped from 36.1 to 8.4 percent, whilst it went down from 19.3 to 6.0 percent 
in urban villages.  The cities and towns registered a decrease of 2.4 percentage 
points during the period, from 5.1 to 2.7 percent. 

The Dollar ($) a day poverty line is a measure of extreme poverty through 
the adjustment of the local currency, using the Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) 
exchange rate. Purchasing Power Parities are computed based on the results 
of the World Bank’s International Comparison Program (ICP). The most recent 
PPPs were generated based on the 2005 World Bank ICP, for which Botswana, 
through the Statistics Botswana, was a participating member.

The World Bank dollar a day poverty line was adjusted to $1.25 on the basis of the 
2005 ICP, up from $1.08 in 1993. Botswana’s PPP exchange rate was estimated 
at 2.42 in 2005, up from 1.338 in 1993. The $1.25 poverty line translates to (1.25 * 
30.31) $ 37.89 per month. The Botswana dollar a day line is P 135.32, calculated 
as (37.89 * 2.42)* (129.8/88) per month in 2009/10, where 129.8 and 88.0 were 
the Cost of Living Indices in 2005 and 2009/10 (survey period), respectively.
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Table 29.T: Proportion of Persons Living Below PPP one Dollar ($) a day -2002/03 and 2009/10

Stratum

Total Number of 
Households

Total  Number of 
Persons

Total Number of 
Households with per-

sons below one Dollar 
a day

Number of Persons 
below dollar a day

Proportion of persons 
below dollar a day (%)

2009/10 BCWIS

Cities/Towns 139,869 391,044 3,652 10,732 2.7

Urban villages 176,356 676,720 6,269 40,602 6

Rural areas 225,433 807,101 12,801 67,810 8.4

National 541,658 1,874,865 22,722 119,144 6.4

2002/03 HIES

Cities/Towns 109,556 369,812 3,449 18,699 5.1

Urban villages 121,321 545,253 15,398 105,118 19.3

Rural areas 163,395 717,857 41,850 258,915 36.1

National 394,272 1,632,922 60,696 382,733 23.4

3.3.1	 Profiles of Households Living Below a Dollar A Day

The analysis of households living below a dollar a day revealed that in cities and towns, and 
rural areas, the majority of the households were male headed, whilst in urban villages, the 
majority of households living below a dollar a day were female headed. Figure 22 illustrates 
the distribution of households living below a dollar a day by strata and sex of household 
head. 
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The average age of heads of households below a dollar a day was 45 years, with the majority 
aged 28 years as the modal age revealed. This indicated that the majority of households 
living below a dollar a day were headed by youth. This was the case at national level and 
in rural areas for male headed households. In rural areas, the female headed households’ 
modal age of head of household was 63 years, indicating that most of households living 
below a dollar a day were headed by elderly females. Table 30.T presents mean and modal 
ages of heads of household below a dollar a day by sex and strata.
Table 30.T: Mean and Modal Ages, and Sex of Heads of Households Living Below Dollar A Day - By Strata

Male Headed Female Headed Both Sexes

Stratum Mean age Of Head 
(yrs.)

Modal age Of Head 
(yrs.)

Mean age Of 
Head (yrs.)

Modal age Of 
Head (yrs.)

Mean age Of 
Head (yrs.)

Modal age Of 
Head (yrs.)

Cities/Towns 40 37 32 21 38 37

Urban villages 44 38 48 33 47 46

Rural areas 48 28 49 63 48 28

National 45 28 47 33 46 28

Figure 23 shows the percentage distribution of households living below a dollar a day by 
marital status and strata. At the national level, 38.8 percent of households living below dollar 
a day were headed by “never married” persons, while in urban villages the households 
living below a dollar a day who were headed by “never married” persons accounted for 
46.2 percent of the households living below a dollar a day.

The results for BCWIS showed that at national level, urban villages and rural areas, the 
majority of households living below a dollar a day were headed by unemployed persons, 
whilst in cities and towns they were headed by employed persons. Figure 24 presents the 
results graphically.
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Further analysis on households headed by employed persons observed that the majority 
of those heads of household were employed in the Private Sector. At the national level, 
30.2 percent were employed in the Private Sector, whilst in cities/towns, the figure stood 
at 54.1 percent, with the second most important employer being “Own Business with no 
Employees” at 18.8 percent followed by Central Government with 15.5 percent. In rural 
areas, the majority of the employed household heads living below a dollar a day mostly 
worked in “Own Lands/Cattle Posts”. 

Among those employed, a high number of them were employed on permanent basis across 
all the strata. In cities and towns, they accounted for 81.0 percent of the employed heads 
of household living below a dollar a day. Figure 25 and Table 31.T present households heads 
living below a dollar a day by employment sector and strata. Figure 26 presents heads of 
households below a dollar a day by status of job.

In summary the households living below a dollar a day were found to be most likely headed 
by;

•	 Never Married Persons
•	 Untrained Heads of Households
•	 Persons Employed in the Private Sector – in cities and towns
•	 Persons employed as Security Guards, Petrol Attendants and Shop Assistants
•	 Persons engaged in subsistence agriculture – in rural areas
•	 Unemployed Persons in Urban Villages and Rural Areas
•	 Persons engaged in household duties/caring for the sick – in urban villages and rural 	
	 areas.



41 Statistics BotswanaBOTSWANA CORE WELFARE INDICATORS SURVEY 2009/10

Table 31.T: Percentage Distribution of Employed Household Heads Below Dollar a Day 
by Employment Type/Status 
 Permanent  Temporary  Seasonal   All 

81 19                 -   100

48 47 5 100

46 27 27 100

54 30 16 100
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3.4	  Self-Assessed Poverty

The opinion of household members was sought regarding whether they considered 
themselves poor or not. This was done through a series of question including the amount 
of income they considered to be the absolute minimum required to meet the household’s 
basic needs.

At the national level, 46.1 percent of the households thought that their current income was 
less than the absolute minimum they required to meet their basic needs, in contrast to 53.5 
and 44.5 percent realized in rural areas and urban villages respectively. Table 32.T gives a 
summary of responses by strata.

Table 32.T: Percentage of Households Consideration of Current Income 

Current Household Income Compared with Considered Absolute Minimum Required

Stratum Less Same Greater Total

Cities/Towns 36.1 15.5 48.4 100

Urban Villages 44.5 14.3 41.2 100

Rural Areas 53.5 19.6 26.9 100

National 46.1 16.8 37.1 100

Households were asked to compare themselves with households in their community on 
whether their living conditions were better than the rest of households in the community, 
on average. In the rural areas, 18.1 percent of households considered themselves much 
poorer than average, compared with 6.5 percent of households in cities and towns who 
considered themselves much poorer than the average. At the national level, 13.1 percent 
of households considered themselves much poorer than average. Table 33.T presents 
summary of households’ responses by strata.

Table 33.T: Percentage of Households’ Own Description of Living Conditions Compared to Others

Stratum Among the 
Wealthiest 

Wealthier
 than Most 

 About 
Average 

Somewhat Poorer 
than Average 

Much poorer than 
Average Total

Cities/Towns 3.4 5 63.6 21.5 6.5 100

Urban Villages 3.2 5.9 56 24.1 10.8 100

Rural Areas 2.6 4.3 43.9 30.2 18.9 100

National 3 5 52.9 26 13.1 100
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3.5	  Food Security

The survey sought to determine the households’ experiences regarding food security. In 
general, households were asked whether they ever worry about never having enough 
food. In the rural areas, 50.6 percent of households indicated that they do worry about not 
having enough food compared with 42.8 and 28.8 percent of urban villages and cities and 
towns households respectively. The summary of responses is presented in Table 34.T. Of the 
households that indicated that they worried about not having enough food, 12.1 percent 
indicated that they worried about not having enough food over ten (10) times in the past 
four (4) weeks. The results are presented in Table 35.T.

Table 34.T: Percentage of Households by Food Insecurity Responses

Worry About not Having Enough Food

Stratum Yes No All

Cities/Towns 28.8 71.2 100

Urban Villages 42.8 57.2 100

Rural Areas 50.6 49.4 100

National 42.5 57.5 100

Table 35.T: Percentage of Households by Frequency of Worrying About Food

Percentage Worrying About Food 

Stratum Rarely (1-2 times in the 
last 4 weeks) 

Sometimes (3-10 
times in the last 4 

weeks) 

Often (More than 10 times 
in the last 4 weeks)  All 

Cities/Towns 58.4 29.6 11.6 100

Urban Villages 55.6 31.6 12.8 100

Rural Areas 55.5 31.2 13 100

National 56 31.1 12.7 100
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Chapter 4: 	 Incomes and Expenditures of Households	

4.1	  Introduction

This chapter presents results on average household incomes by sources, disposable 
incomes, income inequalities and average household consumption expenditures on goods 
and services. 

Definitions on what constitutes incomes, expenditure and consumption are presented 
in Appendix 2. Furthermore, it has to be borne in mind that information on incomes is 
susceptible to under/over reporting by respondents. Expenditure information is affected 
mostly by under reporting, particularly for items such as alcohol and tobacco. In some 
instances, households may under report consumption under the misconception that they 
would be enrolled under government assistance schemes. The reported information was 
reconciled with other sources like imports and production of consumption goods and other 
information gathered during the survey to come up with best possible estimates.

4.2	  Household Incomes

Table 36.T presents average monthly household incomes by source. The results showed 
that Cash Earnings at P 3, 936.12 accounted for most of household incomes in 2009/10, 
contributing 64.3 percent to the average Gross Income of households at the national level. 
Cash Earnings were the main contributors to average household income across strata, 
accounting for over 79.2 and 65.4 percent of average monthly gross household income in 
cities/towns and urban villages, respectively. Cash earnings’ contribution to average gross 
household income in rural households was 40.7percent. This pattern was also observed in 
2002/03 for all strata. 

Overall, the contribution of cash earnings to average household gross income across has 
shown slight increases in cities/ towns and urban villages, with rural areas’ contribution of 
cash earnings recording a decline. The decline in the contribution of cash income in rural 
areas was offset by significant increases in the contribution of unearned income and own 
produce towards average household gross income, which recorded increases of 18.6 and 
5.5 percentage points respectively, between 2002/03 and 2009/10. 

School meals and Own produce contributions towards gross average household income 
recorded increases between the two periods.

The results showed decreases in Business Profits’ contribution towards averages gross 
household income in cities/towns, rural areas and at national level.
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Table 36.T: Summary of Average Monthly Incomes by Source; by Strata-Pula

Sources of Income
4.2.1	 Household Disposable Incomes & In-

2002/03 2009/10

Cities/    
Towns 

Urban 
Village Rural  National  Cities/    

Towns  
Urban 

Village Rural National

Business Profit 256.9 198.7 114.5 180 196.5 280.89 60.95 167.57

Cash Earnings 3,385.50 1,731.40 650.4 1,743.00 7,219.10 4,387.59 1,546.05 3,936.12

Unearned Cash  Income 361 210 132.5 219.8 1,128.00 1,303.23 1,044.27 1,150.21

Own Produce 9.1 53.7 162.1 86.2 23.4 157.74 624.72 317.41

Wages In kind 79 45.5 44.5 54.4 213.4 81.06 35.57 96.3

Gifts Received 329.8 351.4 296.9 322.8 237.4 302.98 292.89 281.85

Aid 6.1 18.8 39.5 23.9 17.4 48.25 52.07 41.88

School Meals 33.5 52.3 40.9 42.3 78.2 151.39 142.24 128.68

Gross Income 4,460.80 2,661.80 1,481.30 2,672.40 9,113.40 6,713.13 3,798.78 6,120.01

Percentage of gross income

Business Profit 5.8 7.5 7.7 6.7 2.2 4.2 1.6 2.7

Cash Earnings 75.9 65 43.9 65.2 79.2 65.4 40.7 64.3

Unearned Cash  Income 8.1 7.9 8.9 8.2 12.4 19.4 27.5 18.8

Own Produce 0.2 2 10.9 3.2 0.3 2.3 16.4 5.2

Wages In kind 1.8 1.7 3 2 2.3 1.2 0.9 1.6

Gifts Received 7.4 13.2 20 12.1 2.6 4.5 7.7 4.6

Aid 0.1 0.7 2.7 0.9 0.2 0.7 1.4 0.7

School Meals 0.8 2 2.8 1.6 0.9 2.3 3.7 2.1

Gross Income 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

4.2.1	 Household Disposable Incomes & Income Distribution

The 2009/10 BCWIS results estimated the average household disposable income at P5, 304 
up from P2, 425 estimated from the 2002/03 HIES. 

The results revealed a fairly stable, though slightly declining, ratios of average household 
cash income to gross income between the periods 2002/03 and 2009/10 (Figure 27). The 
cities/towns and rural areas ratios of cash income to gross income recorded decreases of 
2.0 and 1.7 percentage points respectively, between 2002/03 and 2009/10. The declines in 
the ratio of cash income to gross income were accompanied by increases in gross income 
in-kind as shown by the increase in the ratio of gross income in-kind to disposable income, 
which increased from 13.0 to 16.3 percent and national level between 2002/03 and 
2009/10, underscoring the importance of income in-kind for rural households. The results are 
summarized in Table 37.T.
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Table 37.T: Average Monthly Household Incomes by Strata - Pula.

Income Aggregates

 2002/03.  2009/10.

Cities/    Towns Urban Villages Rural National Cities/    
Towns 

Urban 
Villages Rural National

Gross Cash Income 4,267.80 2,381.70 1,059.60 2,357.90 8,543.57 5,971.72 2,651.28 5,253.90

Disposable Cash Income 3,782.20 2,181.40 975.8 2,126.60 7,388.10 5,023.88 2,255.70 4,482.29

Gross Income in Kind 193 280 421.7 314.6 569.85 741.42 1,147.50 866.12

Gross Income 4,460.80 2,661.70 1,481.30 2,672.40 9,113.41 6,713.14 3,798.78 6,120.02

Disposable Income 3,961.10 2,445.50 1,378.90 2,424.60 7,899.64 5,708.76 3,378.07 5,304.49

Ratio Percentages

Cash Income/Gross Income 95.7 89.5 71.5 88.2 93.7 89 69.8 85.8

Disposable Cash income/
Disposable income 95.5 89.2 70.8 87.7 93.5 88 66.8 84.5

Gross income in kind/
disposable Income 4.9 11.4 30.6 13 7.2 13 34 16.3

4.2.2	 Household Savings and Current Outlays

Households’ savings or propensity to save was estimated by summing households’ 
contributions to pensions and investment, which included deposits to savings and 
investment in shares. Table 38.T shows that at the national level, there was an improvement 
in the households’ propensity to save as shown by increases in the ratio of savings to total 
household current outlays. The ratio increased from 7.7 percent in 2002/03 to 16.7 percent 
in 2009/10.

The results further indicated increases in income tax and cash transfers out of households. 
These were accompanied by decreases in average insurance contributions and loan 
repayments. Figure 28 presents the results graphically.
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Table 38.T : Household  Average Other Current Cash Outlays

Other Current Cash Outlays
2002/03. 2009/10.

Cities/    
Towns 

Urban 
Villages Rural National Cities/    

Towns 
Urban 

Villages Rural National

Savings* 79.36 37.62 8.64 37.21 235.99 189.39 57.34 146.46

Insurance 358.7 199.28 66.47 188.54 166 125.92 40.98 100.92

Income Tax 179.93 50.73 16.34 72.38 393.84 241.19 38.91 196.42

Loan Repayments 197.22 110.17 34.08 102.82 206.83 121.02 113.43 140.02

Loans Given Out 17.41 4.34 1.63 6.85 28.5 22.68 12.93 20.12

Cash Transfers 122.6 75.96 50.91 78.54 390.64 479.94 35.52 271.92

Total Other Current Outlays 955.22 478.12 178.07 486.34 1,421.81 1,180.14 299.1 875.87

Percentage of total Other Current Outlays

Savings* 8.3 7.9 4.9 7.7 16.6 16 19.2 16.7

Insurance 37.6 41.7 37.3 38.8 11.7 10.7 13.7 11.5

Income Tax 18.8 10.6 9.2 14.9 27.7 20.4 13 22.4

Loan Repayments 20.6 23 19.1 21.1 14.5 10.3 37.9 16

Loans Given Out 1.8 0.9 0.9 1.4 2 1.9 4.3 2.3

Cash Transfers 12.8 15.9 28.6 16.1 27.5 40.7 11.9 31

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Note: * Savings refers to sum of pension contributions and investments
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4.2.3	 Household Income Inequality

Income inequality is measured using the GINI coefficient, which summarizes income/
consumption inequality in a single figure. The GINI coefficient ranges between one (1) and 
zero (0). When it is equal to one (1), it means there is complete inequality, while when it is 
equal to zero (0) it means there is complete equality. 

To get the details of income/consumption inequality, the Lorenz curve is used. The 
Lorenz curve plots the percentage cumulative distributions of income/consumption and 
households against each other. The 45 degrees diagonal line represents a situation of 
complete equality. Complete equality would mean that, for instance, 10.0 percent of 
households would get their corresponding 10.0 percent of income. In the case of complete 
equality, the Lorenz curve would be one and the same as the 45 degrees diagonal. With 
inequality, the Lorenz curve would be below the 45 degrees diagonal. The space between 
the 45 degrees diagonal and the plotted Lorenz curve depicts the extent of inequality. The 
GINI coefficient is derived by dividing the area between the 45 degrees diagonal and the 
Lorenz curve with the total area of the triangle below the 45 degrees diagonal. The Lorenz 
curve depicting consumption inequality is plotted in Figure 26.

The 2009/10 BCWIS results indicated that income inequality, bearing in mind the difficulties 
in obtaining accurate information from respondents, has increased between 2002/03 and 
2009/10. At the national level, inequality in disposable income increased from 0.573 in 
2002/03 to 0.645 in 2009/10. The increase in household disposable incomes inequality was 
more pronounced in rural areas, where the GINI coefficient increased from 0.515 to 0.621, 
recording an increase of 0.106 GINI points.

Inequality of households disposable cash incomes also recorded increases between 
2002/03 and 2009/10, with the rural areas again recording the highest increase, of 0.135 
GINI points, moving from 0.622 in 2002/03 to 0.757 in 2009/10, as indicated in Table 39.T.

Figure 29 presents a graphical movement in households’ disposable incomes’ inequalities 
for the periods 1993/94, 2002/03 and 2009/10, indicating an overall general increase in 
income inequalities across strata.

Table 39.T: Income GINI Coefficients (1993/94, 2002/03 & 2009/10)

    Disposable income     Disposable cash income 

GINI COEFFICIENTS GINI COEFFICIENTS

Stratum 1993/94  2002/03  2009/10 1993/94 2002/03 2009/10

National 0.537 0.573 0.645 0.638 0.626 0.715

Cities/Towns 0.539 0.503 0.608 0.548 0.513 0.619

Urban Villages 0.451 0.523 0.625 0.552 0.552 0.671

Rural 0.414 0.515 0.621 0.599 0.622 0.757
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4.2.4	 Household Consumption Inequality

Households inequality observed through income is high and susceptible to inaccuracy as 
a result of difficulties experienced in reporting income by the respondents. Comparatively, 
information on consumption is more reliable. Inequality measured using the consumption 
aggregate revealed lower GINI coefficients. The results are presented in Table 40.T.

Table 40.T: Consumption GINI Coefficients – 2002/03 & 2009/10

Stratum
GINI Coefficients

2002/03 2009/10

National 0.571 0.495

Urban* 0.55 0.51

Rural Areas 0.505 0.438

*Urban combines Cities/Towns and Urban Villages

Consumption Inequality was 0.495 at national level in 2009/10 compared with 0.571 in 
2002/03. The results showed an improvement in urban inequality from 0.550 in 2002/03 to 
0.510 in 2009/10. Rural inequality went down from 0.505 in 2002/03 to 0.438 in 2009/10.

Decreases in consumption inequality were accompanied by decreases in poverty 
incidences at the national level and in all strata (Chapter 3).

Figure 30: National Lorenz Curve – Household Consumption
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4.1	 Household Expenditures

This section presents average consumption expenditures of households on goods and 
services recorded over a period of 30 days during the survey period, excluding expenditure 
on capital formation and investment.

Table 41.T compares average monthly household expenditures for 12 commodities & services 
groupings. The results showed that there was an overall increase in average household 
final consumption expenditure from P1, 900.60 in 2002/03 to P3, 045.93 in 2009/10. There 
were, however, changes in the expenditure patterns with some commodity group share 
increasing at the expense of others.

Table 42.T presents expenditure shares by commodity groups for 2002/03 and 2009/10. At 
the national level, the share allocated to food went down 23.7 percent in 2002/03 to 17.7 
percent in 2009/10. The biggest expenditure share was allocated transport, increasing from 
15.6 percent in 2002/03 to 20.7 in 2009/10. This shift in share allocation was observed for 
cities/towns, with urban villages and rural areas households increasing their share allocated 
to transport at lesser magnitude such that food remained the most important commodity.

At national level, there has been a change in order of importance, with transport, food and 
housing being allocated the highest shares of 20.7, 17.7 and 13.6 percent of the consumption 
expenditure budget. Food was replaced by transport in the order of importance.

According to Engel’s Law, as households incomes improve, the budget allocation shifts 
such that the budget allocated to food becomes smaller as households spend more on 
“luxury” goods. This situation was partly observed in cities and towns, where expenditure on 
transport increased significantly compared to that of food. 

Statistics indicate that nationally, there were 17, 585 newly registered privately owned 
cars in 2002/03 compared with 40,326 in 2009/10, an increase of 129 percent, indicating 
a shift in consumption expenditure towards transport items and consequently transport 
consumables like fuel. The shift was partly a result of availability of “affordable” vehicle 
imports from abroad. It can be concluded therefore that the availability of second hand 
imported vehicles from abroad increased household expenditure on transport.

It has to be noted also that the average household expenditure is largely influenced by 
expenditures of high consuming households, of which when incomes improved, they were 
able to afford second hand vehicles and other high value commodities. 

Across strata, average household expenditure on food increase showed decreasing trend 
with urbanization, with rural villages’ average expenditure being highest compared to that 
of cities/towns’ households. Average households’ expenditure on housing increased with 
urbanization, with cities/towns average expenditure on housing at 15.0 percent and that of 
rural villages at 10.6 percent.
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Table 41.T: Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Consumption Item and Other Outlays - Pula.

Type of consumption expenditure/
outlay

2002/03 2009/10

Cities/    
Towns 

Urban 
Villages Rural National Cities/    

Towns 
Urban

 Villages Rural National

Food 639.6 523.2 271.4 451.2 694.78 649.07 352.89 537.61

Alcohol and Tobacco 256.3 174.3 140.4 183 268.51 259.1 292.38 275.38

Clothing and Footwear 201.1 175.4 47.5 129.6 343.44 266.11 140.21 233.68

Housing Costs 507.4 265.6 55.1 245.6 739.38 450.11 182.16 413.29

H/hold Goods and Services 270.7 174.3 57.3 152.6 412.39 257.51 138.35 247.91

Medical/Health care 63.5 50.4 15.3 39.5 27.35 48.1 12.77 28.03

Transport 512.1 298.4 148.5 295.7 1,150.40 629.49 305.76 629.27

Communication 119.7 63.4 18.2 60.3 262.62 178.81 82.89 160.53

Recreation and Culture 124.5 58.2 22.4 61.8 241.13 144.59 67.34 137.37

Education 139.4 69 12.2 65 88.31 54.99 16.23 47.46

Restaurants and Hotels 4.2 3.3 4.1 3.9 223.49 47.87 17.05 80.39

Miscellaneous 397 229.3 75.7 212.5 479.14 255.05 115.91 255

Final Consumption Exp 3,236.50 2,084.80 868.1 1,900.60 4,930.93 3,240.80 1,723.94 3,045.93

                                                        Other Households Current Outlays

Savings* 79.36 37.62 8.64 37.21 235.99 189.39 57.34 146.46

Insurance 358.7 199.28 66.47 188.54 166 125.92 40.98 100.92

Income Tax 179.93 50.73 16.34 72.38 393.84 241.19 38.91 196.42

Loan Repayments 197.22 110.17 34.08 102.82 206.83 121.02 113.43 140.02

Loans Given Out 17.41 4.34 1.63 6.85 28.5 22.68 12.93 20.12

Cash Transfers 122.6 75.96 50.91 78.54 390.64 479.94 35.52 271.92

Total other Current Outlays 955.22 478.12 178.07 486.34 1,421.81 1,180.14 299.1 875.87

Note: * Savings refers to sum of pension contributions and investments



52 Statistics BotswanaBOTSWANA CORE WELFARE INDICATORS SURVEY 2009/10

Table 42.T: Percentage (%) Household Consumption Expenditure by Item and Other Outlays.

Type of consumption expenditure/
outlay

2002/03. 2009/10.

Cities/    
Towns 

Urban 
Villages Rural National Cities/    

Towns 
Urban

 Villages Rural National

Food 19.8 25.1 31.3 23.7 14.1 20 20.5 17.7

Alcohol and Tobacco 7.9 8.4 16.2 9.6 5.4 8 17 9.04

Clothing and Footwear 6.2 8.4 5.5 6.8 7 8.2 8.1 7.67

Housing Costs 15.7 12.7 6.3 12.9 15 13.9 10.6 13.57

H/hold Goods and Services 8.4 8.4 6.6 8 8.4 7.9 8 8.14

Medical/Health care 2 2.4 1.8 2.1 0.6 1.5 0.7 0.92

Transport 15.8 14.3 17.1 15.6 23.3 19.4 17.7 20.66

Communication 3.7 3 2.1 3.2 5.3 5.5 4.8 5.3

Recreation and Culture 3.8 2.8 2.6 3.3 4.9 4.5 3.9 4.5

Education 4.3 3.3 1.4 3.4 1.8 1.7 0.9 1.6

Restaurants and Hotels 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.2 4.5 1.5 1 2.6

Miscellaneous 12.3 11 8.7 11.2 9.7 7.9 6.7 8.4

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Other Current outlays

Savings* 8.3 7.9 4.9 7.7 16.6 16 19.2 16.7

Insurance 37.6 41.7 37.3 38.8 11.7 10.7 13.7 11.5

Income Tax 18.8 10.6 9.2 14.9 27.7 20.4 13 22.4

Loan Repayments 20.6 23 19.1 21.1 14.5 10.3 37.9 16

Loans Given Out 1.8 0.9 0.9 1.4 2 1.9 4.3 2.3

Cash Transfers 12.8 15.9 28.6 16.1 27.5 40.7 11.9 31

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Chapter 5:  Lessons and Experiences from the Survey

5.1	  Introduction

This chapter highlights issues that impacted on the quality aspects of survey results, including 
experiences and lessons, and offering recommendations that could improve on the quality 
of the survey results in the future.

5.2	 Problems/Constraints:

a)	 Refusals: As it has become a norm during the conduct of Household Surveys by 
Statistics Botswana, some household members in the high income areas of cities/towns 
refused to be interviewed. Generally, they agreed to be interviewed for Socio-Demographic 
topics and later on refused to provide information on incomes and daily transactions. This 
resulted in partially completed modules on incomes and expenditures leading to unreliable 
and incomplete information.

b)	 Terminations: The survey engaged 160 enumerators and 15 supervisors who were 
employed temporarily for the survey. These were drawn from unemployed youth who were 
actively seeking employment. As a result, these temporary enumerators and supervisors 
were continuously seeking permanent employment during the survey period. There was 
thus high staff turnover since some secured permanent employment, resulting in engaging 
those who were on standby. This impacted negatively on the quality of data collected 
because in most instances those on standby had not performed very well during training.

c)	 Survey Rounds: In the previous HIES, the households were visited for a period of 30 
to 31 days using a rolling month. For BCWIS, this was changed to a calendar month due 
to constraints imposed by the Regulations of Industrial Employees (RIE) which applied to 
the drivers engaged in the survey. They had to work for 22 days and have eight (8) days of 
rest during a calendar month. As a consequent of this, there was total of 15 day lost due 
mandatory rest days, travel and listing. 

This resulted in “lost” household transactions for which adjustments had to be made.

d)	 Survey Instruments: BCWIS was the first of its kind to be conducted by then Central 
Statistics Office, now Statistics Botswana at the request of stakeholders. It sought to cover all 
the dimensions of poverty. As such, the questionnaires were too long as a lot of topics were 
covered. This compromised the quality of returns.

e)	 Data Processing: Over and above the issue of survey returns quality, there were 
challenges in processing the data due to difficulties in linking the different modules. There 
was need to come up with multiple weights as a result of different response rates from the 
many modules covered by the survey.

5.3	 Enumeration Area Maps:

The enumeration area maps used were eight (8) years old. There were new dwellings whilst 
some had been demolished. This provided a challenge in identifying enumeration areas, 
thus making the listing exercise a tedious job resulting in reduced enumeration period. 



5.4	  Coverage of Survey:

Households in the terrain areas i.e. CKGR and Delta were never in the sampling design 
neither for 1993/94 nor in 2002/03. Such areas have not been accounted for independently 
for 1993/94, 2002/03 and 2009/10, so the characteristics of them based on the BCWIS are 
not known exactly.

5.5	  Recommendations/Interventions

•	 Refusals: Statistics Botswana will embark on a rigorous sensitization exercise to educate 
the public on the importance of responding to survey questions.

•	 Terminations: District based freelance enumerators will be piloted to ensure that there 
is always a well-trained experienced pool of enumerators in the districts to mitigate against 
staff turnover.

•	 Survey Rounds: Concessions will be made with industrial staff so that a return to the 
“rolling” month is made. This would also result in increasing the budget allocated for this 
kind of survey to enable paying the industrial staff their mandatory rest days.

•	 Survey Instruments: The topics covered by the survey in future will be reduced to allow 
for ease of administration of the instruments and consequently improved data processing.

•	 Enumeration Area Maps: Statistics Botswana is planning to do a continuous update 
of the sampling frame. This will result in up to date enumeration area maps. It will also 
be necessary to consider continuous update of locality status to ensure that the surveys 
conducted towards the tail end of the inter censal period are correctly classified in the 
event they have transformed into urban villages. This would improvement in sampling by 
strata.
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Appendix 1: List of Statistical Tables

Table 1: Percentage Distribution of Population by Age Group & Sex - National

Age Group Male Female Both Sexes Cumulative %

0 - 4 12.3 11.5 11.8 11.8

 5 - 9 11.5 10.6 11 22.9

 10 - 14 11.8 10.2 11 33.8

 15 - 19 10.2 9.4 9.8 43.7

 20 - 24 9.4 9.3 9.3 53

 25 - 29 9.9 9.7 9.8 62.7

 30 - 34 7.7 7.9 7.8 70.6

 35 - 39 6.2 5.9 6.1 76.6

 40 - 44 4.1 5.1 4.7 81.3

 45 - 49 3.7 4.5 4.2 85.5

 50 - 54 3.2 4.3 3.8 89.2

 55 - 59 2.9 2.8 2.8 92

 60 - 64 2.2 2.2 2.2 94.2

 65 - 69 1.6 1.6 1.6 95.8

 70 - 74 1 1.5 1.2 97.1

 75 - 79 1 1.5 1.3 98.4

 80 + 1.2 2.1 1.6 100

Total 100 100 100

Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Population by Age Group & Sex - Cities/
Towns

Age Group Male Female Both Sexes Cumulative %

0 - 4 8.9 8.3 8.6 8.6

 5 - 9 8.6 8.4 8.5 17.1

 10 - 14 8.8 7.5 8.1 25.3

 15 - 19 9.8 10.7 10.3 35.5

 20 - 24 12.5 12.8 12.6 48.1

 25 - 29 13.4 13.2 13.3 61.5

 30 - 34 10.8 12.2 11.5 73

 35 - 39 8.2 8.4 8.3 81.3

 40 - 44 6 6.1 6.1 87.3

 45 - 49 4.8 4.8 4.8 92.1

 50 - 54 3.2 3.4 3.3 95.4

 55 - 59 2.6 2 2.3 97.7

 60 - 64 1.1 0.6 0.9 98.6

 65 - 69 0.6 0.8 0.7 99.3

 70 - 74 0.3 0.3 0.3 99.6

 75 - 79 0.2 0.3 0.3 99.8

 80 + 0.2 0.2 0.2 100

Total 100 100 100
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Table 3: Percentage Distribution of Population by Age Group & Sex - Urban Villages

Age Group Male Female Both Sexes Cumulative %

0 - 4 11.9 10.6 11.2 11.2

 5 - 9 11.3 10.2 10.7 21.9

 10 - 14 12.3 10.2 11.2 33.1

 15 - 19 11.8 10.8 11.3 44.4

 20 - 24 9.4 9.6 9.5 53.9

 25 - 29 10.5 9.8 10.1 64

 30 - 34 7.8 8 7.9 71.9

 35 - 39 6.6 5.9 6.2 78.2

 40 - 44 4.2 5.5 4.9 83

 45 - 49 3.2 4.4 3.9 86.9

 50 - 54 2.9 4.2 3.6 90.5

 55 - 59 2.3 2.3 2.3 92.8

 60 - 64 1.7 2 1.9 94.7

 65 - 69 1.3 1.5 1.4 96.1

 70 - 74 0.8 1.3 1.1 97.2

 75 - 79 0.8 1.4 1.1 98.3

 80 + 1.2 2 1.7 100

Total 100 100 100

Table 4: Percentage Distribution of Population by Age Group & Sex - Rural Areas 
Villages
Age Group Male Female Both Sexes Cumulative %

0 - 4 14.2 13.6 13.9 13.9

 5 - 9 13.1 12 12.5 26.4

 10 - 14 12.9 11.4 12.1 38.5

 15 - 19 9.1 7.6 8.4 46.9

 20 - 24 7.9 7.3 7.6 54.5

 25 - 29 7.7 8 7.8 62.3

 30 - 34 6.3 5.8 6 68.3

 35 - 39 4.9 4.8 4.9 73.1

 40 - 44 3.2 4.4 3.8 77

 45 - 49 3.6 4.5 4.1 81.1

 50 - 54 3.6 4.7 4.2 85.2

 55 - 59 3.4 3.6 3.5 88.7

 60 - 64 3.1 3.1 3.1 91.8

 65 - 69 2.3 2 2.2 94

 70 - 74 1.5 2.1 1.8 95.8

 75 - 79 1.6 2.1 1.9 97.7

 80 + 1.7 3 2.3 100

Total 100 100 100
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Table 5: Percentage of Population Distribution by Age Group across Strata
 Age Group  Cities & Towns  Urban Villages  Rural Areas  National 

 0 - 4 1.8 4.1 6 11.8

  5 - 9 1.7 3.9 5.4 11

  10 - 14 1.7 4.1 5.2 11

  15 - 19 2.1 4.1 3.6 9.8

  20 - 24 2.6 3.4 3.3 9.3

  25 - 29 2.7 3.7 3.4 9.8

  30 - 34 2.4 2.9 2.6 7.8

  35 - 39 1.7 2.3 2.1 6.1

  40 - 44 1.2 1.8 1.7 4.7

  45 - 49 1 1.4 1.8 4.2

  50 - 54 0.7 1.3 1.8 3.8

  55 - 59 0.5 0.8 1.5 2.8

  60 - 64 0.2 0.7 1.3 2.2

  65 - 69 0.1 0.5 0.9 1.6

  70 - 74 0.1 0.4 0.8 1.2

  75 - 79 0.1 0.4 0.8 1.3

  80 + 0 0.6 1 1.6

 Total 20.5 36.3 43.2 100

Table 6: Summary Distribution of Households Heads by Age Group and Sex - National

2002/03 2009/20

 Male  Female  Both Sexes  Male  Female  Both Sexes 

 Households 211,403 182,869 394,272 283,004 238,324 521,328

 Age Groups  Percentage of Households Heads 

 12 - 19 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.2 1.1 1.2

 20 - 29 18.9 16.8 18 20.7 16.6 18.8

 30 - 39 24 23.8 23.9 26.5 22.6 24.7

 40 - 49 20.8 21 20.9 18.2 20.6 19.3

 50 - 59 14.7 13.7 14.2 15.2 16.4 15.8

 60 - 69 9.6 10.1 9.8 9.6 9.3 9.5

 70 + 10.2 13 11.5 8.5 13.5 10.8

 Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

 Median 40 41 40 40 44 42

 Mean 44.7 46 45.3 43.8 46.7 45.2

 Average Household Size 3.94 4.38 4.1 3.17 3.8 3.46
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Table 7: Reading and Numeracy Rates by District

Districts Reading Ability 
Rate

Numeracy 
Rate

Orapa 100 100

 Sowa Town 97.4 97.4

 Gaborone 97.3 97

 Francistown 96.8 96

 Jwaneng 95.6 94.8

Selibe Phikwe 93.8 94

Lobatse 93.8 94

Chobe 90.1 90.1

 South East 89.3 89

Ngamiland East 89.7 88.2

 Kgatleng 88.7 87.2

 Central Serowe/Palapye 85.9 85.3

North East 85.4 84.8

Kweneng East 85.6 84.5

 Kgalagadi South 84.6 82.7

 Southern 84.4 82

 Kgalagadi North 83.8 79.5

 Central Bobonong 81.2 80.2

 Central Tutume 81.4 79.6

 Central Mahalapye 79.9 77.6

Barolong 77.7 76

 Central Boteti 74.8 73.4

Ngamiland West 73.7 71.9

Ngwaketse West 69.1 66.2

Kweneng West 68.9 62.9

Ghanzi 63.2 60.3

Nationally 85.7 84.5

Table 8: Reading and Numeracy Rates by Age 
Group

Age Groups Reading Ability Rate Numeracy Rate

Oct-14 96.9 94.7

15-19 96.4 96

20-24 95.5 95.1

25-29 94.7 94.3

30-34 94 93.5

35-39 90.3 88.9

40-44 86.5 85.6

45-49 77.7 76.5

50-54 69 68.3

55-59 68.2 65.8

60-64 60.1 55.1

65-69 48.8 46

70-74 37.5 33.7

75-79 29.8 24.9

80-84 26.5 22.6

85-89 20.8 17.1

90 PLUS 13.9 6.6

All 85.8 84.5
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Table 9: Reading Ability Rates for Population Aged 10 Years and Over by Sex and 
Strata

Reading ability Rates (percentage) 

 Strata Male     Female National

Cities & Towns 96.1 96.5 96.3

Urban Villages 90 89.3 90

Rural Areas 75 76.3 75.6

National 85.1 86.5 85.3

Table 10: Numeracy Rates for Population Aged 10 Years and Over by Sex and Strata

Numeracy Rates percentage)

 Strata Male Female National

Cities & Towns 95.1 95.3 95.4

Urban Villages 89.5 89.7 89.9

Rural Areas 74.2 75.4 75.5

National 84.7 85.4 84.5
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Table 11: Summary Percentage of School Attendance by Age 
Group

Age Group Attended Never attended

2-Apr 10 90

5-Sep 76 24

Oct-14 99 1

15-19 98 2

20-24 97 3

25-29 95 5

30-34 95 5

35-39 91 9

40-44 86 14

45-49 75 25

50-54 63 37

55-59 62 38

60-64 56 44

65-69 48 52

70-74 40 60

75-79 33 67

80-84 37 63

85-89 28 72

90 plus 14 86

Total 79 21

Table 12: Percentage of Population Aged 2 Years and over by Sex and School Attendance

Age Group
Attended  Never Attended  

Male Female Male Female

2-Apr 49 51 49 51

5-Sep 49 51 54 46

Oct-14 51 49 71 29

15-19 50 50 64 36

20-24 47 53 67 33

25-29 48 52 48 52

30-34 46 54 63 37

35-39 48 52 60 40

40-44 41 59 50 50

45-49 42 58 44 56

50-54 39 61 45 55

55-59 45 55 54 46

60-64 42 58 54 46

65-69 45 55 51 49

70-74 32 68 43 57

75-79 33 67 42 58

80-84 29 71 41 59

85-89 44 56 33 67

90 plus 39 61 28 72

Total 47 53 49 51
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Table 13: Percentage of Population that Never Attended School by Age Group, Strata and Sex

Age Group
Cities / Towns Urban Villages Rural Areas National

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total All

2-Apr 2.1 1.8 3.9 5 5.2 10.2 8.5 9.3 17.7 31.8

5-Sep 0.7 0.6 1.3 1.8 1.9 3.7 4.7 3.7 8.4 13.4

Oct-14 0.1 0 0.1 0.1 0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.4

15-19 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.9

20-24 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.9 1.5

25-29 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.8 0.8 1.6 2.4

30-34 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.1 0.5 0.8 0.5 1.3 2.1

35-39 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.7 1.2 0.8 2 2.9

40-44 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.8 1.1 0.9 2 3.3

45-49 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.5 1.5 1.9 3.4 5.4

50-54 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.9 1.2 2.1 2.1 2.5 4.6 7.2

55-59 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.8 0.7 1.5 1.9 1.6 3.5 5.4

60-64 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.7 1.2 1.9 1.6 3.5 5

65-69 0 0.1 0.1 0.6 0.6 1.2 1.5 1.4 3 4.3

70-74 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.7 1.1 1.2 1.4 2.6 3.8

75-79 0 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.8 1.2 1.3 1.6 2.9 4.3

80-84 0 0 0 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.9 1.6 2.4

85-89 0 0 0 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.4 0.8 1.2 1.9

90 plus 0 0 0 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.8 1.1 1.6

Total 4.8 4.2 9 13.5 15.5 29 31 31 62 100
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Table 14: Percentage of Currently Employed Population  by Sex and Industry

Industry Male Female Total

Agriculture 30.7 21.3 26.4

Mining and Quarrying 3.8 0.9 2.5

Manufacturing 6.4 6.4 6.4

Electricity & Water 2 0.6 1.3

Construction 11.4 2.4 7.3

Wholesale & Retail Trade 7.1 13.8 10.2

Hotels & Restuarant 1 3 1.9

Transport & Comm 3.6 1.3 2.6

Finance 1 1.7 1.3

Real Estate 7.1 6.3 6.7

Public Administration 10.4 9.1 9.8

Local Government 4.7 9 6.6

Education 3.6 7.2 5.2

Health 1.5 3.2 2.3

Other Community 2.8 5.1 3.8

Private Households 2.9 8.6 5.5

Foreign Mission 0.1 0 0.1

Not Stated 0 0 0

Total 100 100 100

Table 15: Currently Employed Population by Occupation and Sex
Occupation Male Female Total

Managers/Administrators 11,917 7,499 19,417

Professionals 20,647 18,555 39,202

Technicians 21,378 23,838 45,216

Clerks 8,103 22,665 30,768

Service/Sales Workers 38,650 48,226 86,876

Skilled Agri. Workers 38,826 42,495 81,321

Craft Workers 49,604 15,514 65,118

Plant & Machine Opd. 31,819 2,946 34,764

Elementary Occupations 92,584 83,293 175,877

Other 466 402 868

Total 313,994 265,434 579,429
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Table 16: Percentages of Currently Employed Population by Occupation and Sex

Occupation Male Female Total

Percentage within Occupation by Sex

Managers/Administrators 61.4 38.6 100

Professionals 52.7 47.3 100

Technicians 47.3 52.7 100

Clerks 26.3 73.7 100

Service/Sales Workers 44.6 55.4 100

Skilled Agri. Workers 47.7 52.3 100

Craft Workers 76.1 23.9 100

Plant & Machine Operators 91.5 8.5 100

Elementary Occupations 53.1 46.9 100

Other 50.8 49.2 100

Total 54.3 45.7 100

Percentage by Sex and Occupation 

Managers/Administrators 3.8 2.8 3.3

Professionals 6.5 6.9 6.7

Technicians 6.7 8.9 7.7

Clerks 2.6 8.5 5.3

Service/Sales Workers 12.3 18.1 14.9

Skilled Agri. Workers 12.5 16.3 14.2

Craft Workers 15.7 5.8 11.2

Plant & Machine Operators 10 1.1 6

Elementary Occupations 29.9 31.3 30.5

Other 0.1 0.2 0.2

Total 100 100 100



64 Statistics BotswanaBOTSWANA CORE WELFARE INDICATORS SURVEY 2009/10

Table 17: Currently Employed Population by Industry and Employment Status

Industry Paid 
Employment

In own business with 
employees

In own busines
 with no employees

Unpaid work in 
a family activity

Worked in own 
lands/cattle 

post
Other Total

Agriculture 39,229 903 1,574 19,544 91,753 119 153,122

Mining and Quarrying 14,120 262 - - - - 14,383

Manufacturing 25,400 2,151 7,299 2,096 179 - 37,126

Electricity & Water 7,038 559 133 67 - - 7,797

Construction 36,494 2,554 2,451 268 391 64 42,222

Wholesale & Retail Trade 36,916 3,818 14,972 2,984 158 59 58,907

Hotels & Restaurant 8,538 564 1,648 334 - - 11,086

Transport & Communication 11,955 759 1,584 377 112 120 14,907

Finance 7,398 - 79 - - - 7,477

Real Estate 32,266 1,714 4,081 845 - 127 39,034

Public Administration 56,712 - - - - - 56,712

Local Government 38,322 - - 201 - - 38,523

Education 29,940 - 114 110 - 75 30,240

Health 12,180 227 708 64 - - 13,180

Other Community 12,459 1,431 5,730 2,348 226 33 22,228

Private Households 25,433 808 1,103 3,689 560 92 31,685

Foreign Mission 486 - - - - 60 546

Not Stated - - 89 110 - 55 255

Total 394,887 15,752 41,565 33,039 93,380 806 579,429
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Table 18: Percentage Distribution of Currently Employed Population by Industry and Employment Status

Industry Paid Employees In own business 
with employees

In own business 
with no

 employees

Unpaid work in 
a family activity

Worked in 
own lands/
cattle post

Other Total

Agriculture 6.7 0.2 0.3 3.5 16.1 0 26.8

Mining and Quarrying 2.4 0             -               -                  -                -   2.5

Manufacturing 4.3 0.4 1.2 0.4 0              -   6.4

Electricity & Water 1.2 0.1 0 0                -                -   1.3

Construction 6.2 0.4 0.4 0 0.1 0 7.2

Wholesale & Retail Trade 6.3 0.7 2.6 0.6 0 0 10.2

Hotels & Restaurants 1.5 0.1 0.3 0.1                -                -   1.9

Transport & Communication 2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0 0 2.6

Finance 1.3               -   0             -                  -                -   1.3

Real Estate 5.5 0.3 0.7 0.2                -   0 6.7

Public Administration 9.7               -   0 0                -   0 9.7

Local Government 6.5               -               -   0                -                -   6.6

Education 5.1               -   0 0                -   0 5.2

Health 2.1 0 0.1 0                -                -   2.3

Other Community 2.1 0.2 1 0.4 0 0 3.9

Private Households 4.3 0.1 0.2 0.6 0.1 0 5.4

Foreign Mission 0.1               -               -               -                  -   0 0.1

Not Stated 0.1               -               -   0 0              -   0.1

Total 67.6 2.7 7.1 6 16.4 0.1 100
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Table 19: Currently Employed Population by District and Employment Status

District Paid 
Employment

In own business 
with employees

In own business with 
no employees

Unpaid work 
in a family 

activity

Worked in own 
lands/cattle 

post
Other Total

Gaborone 71,120 3,788 4,606 992 565 228 81,299

Francistown 30,078 1,338 3,843 498 373 - 36,129

Lobatse 11,965 268 509 - 197 - 12,939

Selibe Phikwe 14,016 756 1,396 331 79 33 16,611

Orapa 2,805 - 51 91 - - 2,947

Jwaneng 3,704 52 151 40 38 - 3,984

Sowa Town 1,396 - 46 - - - 1,442

Southern 14,835 547 2,374 2,408 9,766 - 29,930

Barolong 5,927 283 612 1,272 2,615 - 10,708

Ngwaketse West 1,593 92 28 25 468 - 2,206

South East 18,734 365 1,318 1,204 2,033 133 23,786

Kweneng East 53,628 2,435 7,792 7,103 13,541 - 84,499

Kweneng West 6,549 61 534 1,388 4,648 - 13,180

Kgatleng 17,153 324 1,265 2,216 2,215 - 23,174

Central Serowe/Palapye 20,605 847 3,795 2,138 8,704 - 36,089

Central Mahalapye 16,613 970 2,091 3,652 10,282 - 33,607

Central Bobonong 16,043 274 1,143 754 6,172 63 24,449

Central Boteti 8,928 287 1,141 614 5,263 - 16,232

Central Tutume 25,940 832 4,060 2,739 11,038 64 44,673

North East 10,492 520 977 537 3,530 114 16,170

Ngamiland East 12,823 840 1,327 1,902 4,685 50 21,627

Ngamiland West 6,130 406 772 737 2,802 - 10,848

Chobe 5,628 156 224 228 245 120 6,602

Ghanzi 9,771 54 688 950 1,572 - 13,034

Kgalagadi South 4,507 195 432 434 1,495 - 7,063

Kgalagadi North 3,904 62 390 788 1,054 - 6,198

Total 394,887 15,752 41,565 33,039 93,380 806 579,429
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Table 20: Percentage of Currently Employed Population by District and Employment Status

District Paid Employees In own business 
with employees

In own business with 
no employees

Unpaid work in 
a family activity

Worked in own 
lands/cattle 

post
Other Total

Gaborone 87.4 4.7 5.7 1.3 0.7 0.3 100

Francistown 83.3 3.7 10.6 1.4 1              -   100

Lobatse 92.5 2.1 3.9            -   1.5              -   100

Selibe Phikwe 84.4 4.5 8.4 2 0.5 0.2 100

Orapa 95.2              -   1.7 3.1               -                -   100

Jwaneng 93 1.3 3.8 1 0.9              -   100

Sowa Town 96.8              -   3.2            -                 -                -   100

Southern 49.1 1.8 7.9 8.4 32.8              -   100

Barolong 54.6 2.6 5.6 12.5 24.6              -   100

Ngwaketse West 70.4 4.1 1.3 1.1 23.2              -   100

South East 78.3 1.5 5.5 5 9 0.6 100

Kweneng East 63.2 2.9 9.2 8.5 16.3              -   100

Kweneng West 49 0.5 4 11.4 35.2              -   100

Kgatleng 72.9 1.4 5.4 11 9.4              -   100

Central Serowe/
Palapye 56 2.3 10.3 6 25.4              -   100

Central Mahalapye 49.1 2.8 6.1 11.3 30.7              -   100

Central Bobonong 65.2 1.1 4.6 3.1 25.8 0.3 100

Central Boteti 54.6 1.7 6.9 4 32.7              -   100

Central Tutume 57.4 1.8 9 6.8 24.8 0.1 100

North East 62.9 3.5 5.9 3.9 23.2 0.7 100

Ngamiland East 58.6 3.8 6.1 9.7 21.6 0.2 100

Ngamiland West 55.9 3.7 7 7.3 26.1              -   100

Chobe 84.6 2.4 3.4 3.8 4 1.8 100

Ghanzi 75 0.4 5.3 7.3 12.1              -   100

Kgalagadi South 63.2 2.7 6.1 6.1 21.9              -   100

Kgalagadi North 61.6 1 6.2 13.4 17.8              -   100

Total 67.6 2.7 7.1 6 16.4 0.1 100
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Table 21: Labour Participation Rate of Population aged 15 years & above by Age group and Sex

Age Group
           Economically Active Total Population Participation Rate

Male Female Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total 

15-19 87,964 88,953 176,917 19,741 15,707 35,448 22.4 17.7 20

20-24 80,549 87,440 167,989 51,620 45,484 97,104 64.1 52 57.8

25-29 84,891 91,542 176,434 67,782 60,675 128,457 79.8 66.3 72.8

30-34 66,669 74,296 140,965 55,813 51,611 107,425 83.7 69.5 76.2

35-39 53,554 55,799 109,353 44,854 40,536 85,390 83.8 72.6 78.1

40-44 35,604 48,612 84,216 29,895 35,129 65,023 84 72.3 77.2

45-49 32,216 42,861 75,077 26,725 27,390 54,115 83 63.9 72.1

50-54 27,874 40,190 68,064 22,434 23,752 46,186 80.5 59.1 67.9

55-59 24,576 26,232 50,808 18,737 14,758 33,495 76.2 56.3 65.9

60-64 18,801 20,787 39,588 12,087 9,201 21,288 64.3 44.3 53.8

65-69 13,759 15,090 28,849 7,248 4,923 12,171 52.7 32.6 42.2

70+ 27,757 47,118 74,875 10,700 8,645 19,345 38.5 18.3 25.8

Unknown 137 132 269 - - - - - -

Total 554352 639052 1193404 367,634 337,812 705,448 66.3 52.9 59.1
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Table 22: Employed Labour Force by Sex & Occupation
Number Percentage (%)

 Occupation  Male  Female  All Male Female All

 Subsistence Agricultural and Related Workers 32,608 37,547 70,156 10.3 14.1 12

 Cattle Herders 51,998 6,034 58,032 16.4 2.3 9.9

 Domestic Maids and Related Helpers, Cleaners and Laun-
derers 3,114 34,547 37,661 1 12.9 6.4

 Shop Salespersons and Demonstrators 6,015 12,676 18,692 1.9 4.7 3.2

 Security Guards 13,732 3,238 16,970 4.3 1.2 2.9

 Street Vendors, Hawkers and Related Workers 1,541 10,522 12,063 0.5 3.9 2.1

 Car, Taxi, Van, Motorcycle and Bus Drivers 11,202 809 12,011 3.5 0.3 2.1

 Farm Labourers 5,234 5,813 11,047 1.7 2.2 1.9

 Police Officers 8,348 2,634 10,982 2.6 1 1.9

 Secondary Education Teaching Professionals 4,988 5,723 10,711 1.6 2.1 1.8

 Construction and Maintenance Labourers 7,667 2,915 10,582 2.4 1.1 1.8

 Bricklayers and Stonemasons 8,782 825 9,608 2.8 0.3 1.6

 Elementary Occupations NEC 4,438 4,444 8,882 1.4 1.7 1.5

 Cooks 1,696 7,166 8,861 0.5 2.7 1.5

 Field Crop and Vegetable Growers 4,475 4,316 8,791 1.4 1.6 1.5

 Kiosk, Street Stall and Market Salespersons 1,618 6,880 8,498 0.5 2.6 1.5

 Small Business Manager and Managing Supervisors 4,208 4,142 8,350 1.3 1.6 1.4

 Agricultural and Related Labourers NEC 3,748 4,478 8,226 1.2 1.7 1.4

 Street Sweepers, Wood Choppers, Water Carriers and relate 
La 2,520 5,689 8,210 0.8 2.1 1.4

 Primary Education Teachers 1,835 5,684 7,519 0.6 2.1 1.3

 Heavy Truck and Lorry Drivers 6,874 6,874 2.2 0 1.2

 Cashiers and Ticket Clerks 883 5,335 6,219 0.3 2 1.1

 Administrative Secretaries and Assistants 1,175 4,635 5,810 0.4 1.7 1

 Motor vehicles Mechanics and Fitters 4,721 309 5,030 1.5 0.1 0.9

 Salespersons, Demonstrators and Modules NEC 1,464 3,345 4,809 0.5 1.3 0.8

 Traditional Beer and Beverages Makers 533 4,161 4,694 0.2 1.6 0.8

 Construction  Carpenters and Joiners 4,421 247 4,668 1.4 0.1 0.8

 Stock and Production Clerks 2,284 2,338 4,621 0.7 0.9 0.8

 Tailors and Dressmakers 710 3,681 4,392 0.2 1.4 0.8
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Table 23: Employed Population by Sex and Industry

Industry
Number Percentage

Male Female Total Male Female Total

Agriculture 96,497 56,625 153,122 30.7 21.3 26

Mining and Quarrying 11,967 2,416 14,383 3.8 0.9 2

Manufacturing 20,125 17,001 37,126 6.4 6.4 6

Electricity & Water 6,223 1,574 7,797 2 0.6 1

Construction 35,918 6,304 42,222 11.4 2.4 7

Wholesale & Retail Trade 22,170 36,737 58,907 7.1 13.8 10

Hotels & Restuarant 3,053 8,032 11,086 1 3 2

Transport & Comm 11,447 3,461 14,907 3.6 1.3 3

Finance 2,998 4,478 7,477 1 1.7 1

Real Estate 22,191 16,842 39,034 7.1 6.3 7

Public Administration 32,672 24,247 56,919 10.4 9.1 10

Local Government 14,675 23,848 38,523 4.7 9 7

Education 11,248 18,992 30,240 3.6 7.2 5

Health 4,686 8,494 13,180 1.5 3.2 2

Other Community 8,686 13,542 22,228 2.8 5.1 4

Private Households 8,960 22,725 31,685 2.9 8.6 5

Foreign Mission 430 116 546 0.1 0 0

Not Stated 48 - 48 0 0 0

Total 313,994 265,434 579,429 100 100 100
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Table 24: Percentage Distribution of Labour Force by Level/Type of Training, Employment Status and Sex

Total Labour Force Employed Unemployed

 Level/Type of Training  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total 

 No Training 37.7 36.2 73.9 38.1 33.1 71.2 35.8 50.7 86.5

 Apprentice certificate 1 0.5 1.5 1.1 0.5 1.5 0.7 0.5 1.2

 Brigades certificate 1.9 0.7 2.6 2 0.7 2.6 1.9 0.7 2.6

 Vocational certificate 1.7 1.5 3.2 1.8 1.5 3.4 1 1.3 2.3

 Education college certificate 0.5 0.6 1.1 0.5 0.7 1.2 0.3 0.3 0.6

 University certificate 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.3 0.6       -   0.3 0.3

 Other certificate 2.8 2.1 4.9 3.2 2.3 5.5 0.9 1.3 2.3

 Vocational diploma 0.6 0.4 1 0.7 0.5 1.1 0.2 0.1 0.3

 Education college diploma 0.6 0.9 1.4 0.7 1 1.7 0.1 0.2 0.3

 University diploma 0.9 0.6 1.5 1.1 0.6 1.7 0.2 0.5 0.6

 IHS diploma 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.1 0.5 0.6 0 0 0.1

 Other diploma 1 0.9 1.9 1.1 1.1 2.2 0.4 0.2 0.6

 University degree 2.2 1.9 4.1 2.6 2.1 4.7 0.6 0.5 1.1

 Other degree 0.6 0.3 0.9 0.7 0.3 1.1 0.2 0.2 0.4

 Not Stated 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.9 0.3 0.4 0.7

 Total 52.2 47.8 100 54.3 45.7 100 42.5 57.5 100
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Table 30: Currently Employed Population  by Industry and Sex
Industry Male Female All 

Agriculture 31.2 21.7 26.8

Mining and Quarrying 3.8 0.9 2.5

Manufacturing 6.4 6.4 6.4

Electricity & Water 2 0.6 1.3

Construction 11.3 2.4 7.2

Wholesale & Retail Trade 7.1 13.8 10.2

Hotels &Restaurant 1 3 1.9

Transport &Comm 3.6 1.3 2.6

Finance 0.9 1.7 1.3

Real Estate 7 6.3 6.7

Public Administration 10.3 9 9.7

Local Government 4.6 8.9 6.6

Education 3.5 7.1 5.2

Health 1.5 3.2 2.3

Other Community 2.8 5.1 3.9

Private Households 2.8 8.5 5.4

Foreign Mission 0.1 0 0.1

Not Stated 0.1 0.1 0.1

Total 100 100 100

Percentage (%) within industry

Agriculture 63.1 36.9 100

Mining and Quarrying 83.2 16.8 100

Manufacturing 54.3 45.7 100

Electricity & Water 79.8 20.2 100

Construction 85.1 14.9 100

Wholesale & Retail Trade 37.8 62.2 100

Hotels & Restaurants 27.5 72.5 100

Transport & Communication 76.8 23.2 100

Finance 40.1 59.9 100

Real Estate 56.7 43.3 100

Public Administration 57.6 42.4 100

Local Government 38.2 61.8 100

Education 37.2 62.8 100

Health 35.6 64.4 100

Other Community 39.5 60.5 100

Private Households 28.2 71.8 100

Foreign Mission 78.8 21.2 100

Not Stated 53.2 46.8 100

Total 54.3 45.7 100



78 Statistics BotswanaBOTSWANA CORE WELFARE INDICATORS SURVEY 2009/10

Table 31: Poverty Incidence by District -2002/03 & 2009/10

2002/03* 2009/10

Census District Head count ratio 
(%)

Number of poor 
persons

Head count 
ratio (%)

Poor house-holds 
(%)

Number of poor 
persons

Number of poor 
households

Gaborone 15.9 13,804 6.1 3.6 11,702 2,420

Francistown 7.6 12,879 7.9 5.3 7,675 1,752

Lobatse 19.1 5,501 14.9 11.4 5,191 1,467

Selibe Phikwe 15.7 7,666 14.2 8.4 6,241 1,451

Orapa 1.8 150 0 0 0 0

Jwaneng 8.8 1,281 3 2.4 352 111

Sowa Town 3.4 93 6.8 2.4 240 30

Southern 43 48,670 17.6 11 19,889 3,192

Barolong 43.4 20,539 24.2 15 10,821 1,974

Ngwaketse West 48.1 5,037 41.7 22.4 3,925 595

South East 17.5 10,478 13.4 6.7 10,215 1,489

Kweneng East 30 56,419 17.8 9.3 45,557 6,875

Kweneng West 48.5 19,363 32.4 16.9 16,134 2,253

Kgatleng 27.2 19,910 19.5 11 16,209 2,366

Central Serowe/Palapye 37.3 56,653 27.4 15.4 43,076 6,449

Central Mahalapye 38.9 42,138 17.5 13.8 21,797 4,474

Central Bobonong 41.4 27,573 32.8 17.3 25,385 3,833

Central Boteti 42.5 20.289 29.8 16.6 15,795 2,124

Central Tutume 41.9 51,410 18.9 11.4 28,735 4,606

North East 21.4 27.874 20.2 11.8 12,690 1,788

Ngamiland East 33.9 24,194 22.6 13.3 14,259 2,320

Ngamiland West 53.3 27,048 46.2 29 25,144 3,348

Chobe 27.7 4,584 2.2 1.4 324 81

Ghanzi 41.6 13,605 26 13.4 10,525 1,784

Kgalagadi South 50.6 12,962 16.9 9.5 5,289 712

Kgalagadi North 38.3 6,154 23.9 14.3 4,946 789

National 30.6 488,159 19.3 10.8 362,116 58,285

* The 2002/03 estimates are based on the Poverty Mapping exercise using the 2002/03 PDL results and the 2001 Census



79 Statistics BotswanaBOTSWANA CORE WELFARE INDICATORS SURVEY 2009/10

Table 32: Heads of Poor Households by District & Employment Status

 Number of Heads of Household  Percentage (%) of Heads  

 District  Employed  Unemployed  All  Employed  Unemployed  All 

 Gaborone 1,634 786 2,420 67.5 32.5 100

 Francistown 1,250 502 1,752 71.3 28.7 100

Lobatse 970 497 1,467 66.1 33.9 100

 Selibe Phikwe 653 798 1,451 45 55 100

 Jwaneng 74 38 111 66.1 33.9 100

 Sowa Town 30                   -   30 100               -   100

 Southern 951 2,241 3,192 29.8 70.2 100

Barolong 565 1,410 1,974 28.6 71.4 100

Ngwaketse West 66 530 595 11 89 100

 South East 650 839 1,489 43.7 56.3 100

Kweneng East 2,181 4,694 6,875 31.7 68.3 100

Kweneng West 532 1,721 2,253 23.6 76.4 100

 Kgatleng 1,182 1,184 2,366 50 50 100

 Central Serowe/Palapye 1,331 5,118 6,449 20.6 79.4 100

 Central Mahalapye 1,178 3,296 4,474 26.3 73.7 100

 Central Bobonong 1,075 2,759 3,833 28 72 100

 Central Boteti 846 1,278 2,124 39.8 60.2 100

 Central Tutume 1,640 2,966 4,606 35.6 64.4 100

 North East 768 1,019 1,788 43 57 100

Ngamiland East 737 1,584 2,320 31.8 68.2 100

Ngamiland West 667 2,681 3,348 19.9 80.1 100

 Chobe 81 81               -   100 100

Ghanzi 670 1,115 1,784 37.5 62.5 100

 Kgalagadi South 103 609 712 14.4 85.6 100

 Kgalagadi North 363 426 789 46 54 100

 National 20,114 38,105 58,285 34.5 65.4 100
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Table 35: Poor Heads of Household by Employer and Strata

 Employer 

 Number of Poor Heads  Percentage (%) of Poor Heads 

 Cities/
towns 

 Urban 
Villages 

 Rural 
Villages  National  Cities/

towns 
 Urban 

Villages 
 Rural 

Villages  National 

 Central government 553 852 1,120 2,524 21.9 33.8 44.4 100

 Local government 131 712 689 1,532 8.5 46.5 45 100

 Parastatal sector 129 209 76 414 31.2 50.4 18.4 100

 Private sector 2,411 1,319 2,491 6,221 38.8 21.2 40 100

 Non-government       -           -   120 120      -           -   100 100

 Private household 317 1,319 2,318 3,953 8 33.4 58.6 100

 Drought relief 64 269 733 1,066 6 25.2 68.8 100

 In own business with employees 88 96 248 431 20.4 22.2 57.4 100

 In own business with no employees 827 719 894 2,441 33.9 29.5 36.6 100

 Unpaid work in a family activity 55 361 416      -   13.3 86.7 100

 Worked in own lands/cattle post 92 96 807 996 9.3 9.7 81.1 100

 Total 4,611 5,646 9,857 20,114 22.9 28.1 49 100
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Table 36: Distribution of Poor Households by Main Source of Income - by Stratum

Source of Income  Cities/ Towns Urban Villages  Rural Villages  National 

 Wages from employment 68 43.3 31.5 39.7

 Enterprise income 9.7 7.6 7.6 7.9

 Rental income/ Interest earnings 2.1 0.6 1 1

 Pensions 3.4 17 15.1 14.3

 Remittances from inside Botswana 6.4 12.9 15.2 13.4

 Remittances from outside Botswana 0.9 - 0.4 0.3

 Assistance from Government - 6.4 8.4 6.8

 Assistance from community 2.6 3.4 4.3 3.8

 Non formal - sale of livestock 2.9 2.3 4.6 3.7

 Auxiliary Agric work/Harvesting natural resources - 0.5 - 0.2

 Subsistence/Arable farming 0.7 2.1 2 1.9

 Piece job/Part time 1.6 2.3 5.5 4

 Assistance from family - 0.3 1.6 1

 Other 1.7 1.2 2.8 2.2

 All 100 100 100 100
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Table 37: Distribution of Poor Household Heads within Strata by Employer

 Employer 
 Number of Poor Heads 

 Cities/towns  Urban Villages  Rural Villages  National 

 Central government 553 852 1,120 2,524

 Local government 131 712 689 1,532

 Parastatal sector 129 209 76 414

 Private sector 2,411 1,319 2,491 6,221

 Non-government - - 120 120

 Private household 317 1,319 2,318 3,953

 Drought relief 64 269 733 1,066

 In own business with employees 88 96 248 431

 In own business with no employees 827 719 894 2,441

 Unpaid work in a family activity - 55 361 416

 Worked in own lands/cattle post 92 96 807 996

 Total 4,611 5,646 9,857 20,114

Percentage (%) Within Strata by Employer

 Central government 12 15.1 11.4 12.5

 Local government 2.8 12.6 7 7.6

 Parastatal sector 2.8 3.7 0.8 2.1

 Private sector 52.3 23.4 25.3 30.9

 Non-government - - 1.2 0.6

 Private household 6.9 23.4 23.5 19.7

 Drought relief 1.4 4.8 7.4 5.3

 In own business with employees 1.9 1.7 2.5 2.1

 In own business with no employees 17.9 12.7 9.1 12.1

 Unpaid work in a family activity - 1 3.7 2.1

 Worked in own lands/cattle post 2 1.7 8.2 5

 Total 100 100 100 100
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Table 38: Poverty Incidence by District & Sex

District
 Male  Female  All  Male  Female  All 

 Number of Poor Persons  Poverty Head Count (%) 

 Gaborone 4,721 6,981 11,702 5 7.1 6.1

 Francistown 4,091 3,583 7,675 8.9 7 7.9

Lobatse 2,599 2,592 5,191 14.7 15 14.9

 Selibe Phikwe 2,807 3,434 6,241 12.1 16.7 14.2

 Jwaneng 123 229 352 2.4 3.6 3

 Sowa Town 30 210 240 1.6 12.8 6.8

 Southern 9,575 10,314 19,889 17.4 17.7 17.6

Barolong 4,709 6,112 10,821 21.6 26.8 24.2

Ngwaketse West 1,356 2,569 3,925 33.9 47.4 41.7

 South East 4,600 5,616 10,215 12.5 14.3 13.4

Kweneng East 20,178 25,379 45,557 16.5 18.9 17.8

Kweneng West 7,482 8,651 16,134 30.5 34.3 32.4

 Kgatleng 7,525 8,683 16,209 19.1 19.8 19.5

 Central Serowe/Palapye 19,297 23,778 43,076 26.8 28 27.4

 Central Mahalapye 9,746 12,051 21,797 16.1 18.9 17.5

 Central Bobonong 10,526 14,859 25,385 29.8 35.2 32.8

 Central Boteti 7,619 8,176 15,795 32.3 27.7 29.8

 Central Tutume 12,849 15,886 28,735 17.8 19.9 18.9

 North East 6,464 6,226 12,690 21.9 18.8 20.2

Ngamiland East 5,952 8,307 14,259 20.5 24.3 22.6

Ngamiland West 11,536 13,608 25,144 47.5 45.2 46.2

 Chobe 162 162 324 2.1 2.4 2.2

Ghanzi 4,246 6,280 10,525 20.4 32 26

 Kgalagadi South 2,164 3,125 5,289 14.2 19.6 16.9

 Kgalagadi North 1,714 3,232 4,946 23.5 24.1 23.9

 National 162,072 200,045 362,116 18.1 20.4 19.3



86 Statistics BotswanaBOTSWANA CORE WELFARE INDICATORS SURVEY 2009/10

Table 39: Poverty Incidence by Age Group & Sex

Age Group
 Male  Female  All  Male  Female  All 

 Number of Poor Persons  Poverty Head Count (%) 

 0 - 4 27,658 29,206 56,864 25.3 26.1 25.7

 5 - 9 27,047 27,494 54,541 26.3 26.6 26.5

 10 - 14 27,878 27,833 55,711 26.4 27.8 27.1

 15 - 19 19,955 20,137 40,093 21.8 21.7 21.8

 20 - 24 12,963 14,540 27,502 15.4 15.9 15.7

 25 - 29 9,780 15,950 25,730 11.1 16.7 14

 30 - 34 6,900 12,805 19,705 9.9 16.5 13.4

 35 - 39 4,748 9,920 14,668 8.5 17.1 12.9

 40 - 44 4,327 7,848 12,175 11.6 15.6 13.9

 45 - 49 4,082 6,557 10,639 12.1 14.7 13.6

 50 - 54 3,747 7,857 11,605 12.8 18.7 16.3

 55 - 59 2,799 4,835 7,633 11 17.9 14.6

 60 - 64 2,731 3,731 6,462 14 17.3 15.7

 65 - 69 1,798 2,508 4,306 12.7 16 14.4

 70 - 74 1,485 2,151 3,636 17 15.2 15.9

 75 - 79 1,957 3,260 5,216 21.1 22.4 21.9

 80 Plus 2,216 3,414 5,630 20.7 17 18.3

 Youth: 12-35 yrs. 67,057 81,783 148,840 16.4 19 17.7

 Children: 0 - 11 yrs. 66,198 68,584 134,781 26 26.7 26.4

 Adults: 36-64 yrs. 21,361 38,346 59,706 11.4 16.7 14.3

 Pensioners: 65 + 7,456 11,333 18,789 17.4 17.6 17.5

 National 162,072 200,045 362,116 18.1 20.4 19.3
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Table 40: Distribution of Poor Persons by Age Group and Sex
Age Group  Male  Female  Both Sexes 

 0 - 4 7.6 8.1 15.7

 5 - 9 7.5 7.6 15.1

 10 - 14 7.7 7.7 15.4

 15 - 19 5.5 5.6 11.1

 20 - 24 3.6 4 7.6

 25 - 29 2.7 4.4 7.1

 30 - 34 1.9 3.5 5.4

 35 - 39 1.3 2.7 4.1

 40 - 44 1.2 2.2 3.4

 45 - 49 1.1 1.8 2.9

 50 - 54 1 2.2 3.2

 55 - 59 0.8 1.3 2.1

 60 - 64 0.8 1 1.8

 65 - 69 0.5 0.7 1.2

 70 - 74 0.4 0.6 1

 75 - 79 0.5 0.9 1.4

 80 Plus 0.6 0.9 1.6

              -                 -                 -   

 Youth: 12-35 yrs. 18.5 22.6 41.1

 Children: 0 - 11 yrs. 18.3 18.9 37.2

 Adults: 36-64 yrs. 5.9 10.6 16.5

 Pensioners: 65 + 2.1 3.1 5.2

              -                 -                 -   

 All 44.8 55.2 100
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Table 41:  Poor Households by Training Status of Head

 Training Status  Cities/Towns  Urban villages  Rural areas  National 

 No training 5,590 16,770 31,426 53,786

 Still training 235 374 149 759

 Completed training 1,148 1,140 911 3,199

 Discontinued 55 -   -   55

 Not Stated 203 144 139 486

 All 7,232 18,428 32,624 58,285

Percentage (%) Distribution within Strata

 No training 77.3 91 96.3 92.3

 Still training 3.3 2 0.5 1.3

 Completed training 15.9 6.2 2.8 5.5

 Discontinued 0.8  -  - 0.1

 Not Stated 2.8 0.8 0.4 0.8

 All 100 100 100 100

Percentage (%) Distribution Across Strata

 No training 10.4 31.2 58.4 100

 Still training 31 49.3 19.6 100

 Completed training 35.9 35.6 28.5 100

 Discontinued 100  -  - 100

 Not Stated 41.7 29.7 28.6 100

 All 12.4 31.6 56 100

Table 42:  Poor Households by School Attendance of Head

 School Attendance  Cities/Towns  Urban villages  Rural areas  National 

 Attended 5,683 10,700 16,298 32,681

 Never Attended 1,485 7,673 16,246 25,403

 Not Stated 64 55 81 200

 All 7,232 18,428 32,624 58,285

Percentage (%) Distribution within Strata

 Attended 78.6 58.1 50 56.1

 Never Attended 20.5 41.6 49.8 43.6

 Not Stated 0.9 0.3 0.2 0.3

 All 10 100 100 100

Percentage (%) Distribution Across Strata

 Attended 17.4 32.7 49.9 100

 Never Attended 5.8 30.2 64 100

 Not Stated 31.8 27.8 40.4 100

 All 12.4 31.6 56 100
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Table 43: Percentage Distribution of Poor Households by Head’s Disability or Illness by Strata

 Cities/  Towns  Urban villages  Rural areas  National 

 Disability/Illness  Percentage (%) of Poor Disabled/Ill Heads 

 Defect of seeing/blindness 1.2 5.5 4.8 4.5

 Defect of hearing/deafness             -   1.6 0.7 0.9

 Defect of speech/inability to speak             -   0.5 0.2 0.3

 Inability to use leg(s)             -   2.4 1.8 1.8

 Inability to use arm(s) 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.4

 Mental retardation             -   0.3 1.1 0.7

 High blood pressure 7.1 10.3 8.9 9.1

 Low blood pressure             -              -   0.2 0.1

 Diabetes 1.9 1.3 0.5 0.9

 Cancer 0.9 0.6 0.1 0.4

 Cardiovascular disease 0.6            -   0.1 0.2

 Respiratory disease             -              -   1.6 0.9

 Osteoporosis             -              -   0.2 0.1

 HIV/Aids 8 7.9 10.6 9.4

 Asthma 2 4 2.4 2.8

 TB             -   0.7 1.7 1.2

 Arthritis             -              -   0.1 0.1

 Other 1.1 0.6 0.7 0.7

 Total Heads with Disability/Illness 23.4 36.1 36.3 34.6

 Heads with No Disability 76.6 63.9 63.7 65.4

 Total Poor Heads of Household 100 100 100 100
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Table 44: Percentage of Employed Household Heads Below Dollar A Day 
by Sector & Stratum

 Employment Sector  Cities/  
Towns 

 Urban 
villages  Rural areas National

 Central government 15.5 19.6 3 10

 Local government 0.9 5.5 9.4 6.5

 Private sector 54.1 31.5 19.6 30.2

 Non-government 0 0 2.6 1.4

 Private household 0 11.7 13.1 9.8

 Drought relief 0 10.1 1.2 3.2

 In own business with employees 8.8 1.9 2.9 4

 In own business with no employees 18.8 6.5 6.5 9.2

 Unpaid work in a family activity 2 5.9 8.9 6.6

 Worked in own lands/cattle post 0 7.3 32.9 19.1

All 100 100 100 100

Table 45: Heads of households Living Below a Dollar a Day by Occupation

 Occupation  Number  Percentage (%)  Cumulative % 

 Cattle Herders 1,874 13.6 13.6

 Subsistence Agricultural and Related Workers 1,861 13.5 27.1

 Domestic Maids and Related Helpers, Cleaners  1,079 7.8 34.9

 Security Guards 969 7 42

 Farm Labourers 487 3.5 45.5

 Bricklayers and Stonemasons 339 2.5 48

 Construction and Maintenance Labourers 330 2.4 50.4

 Shop Salespersons and Demonstrators 316 2.3 52.7

 Construction Carpenters and Joiners 294 2.1 54.8

 Cashiers and Ticket Clerks 267 1.9 56.7

 Elementary Occupations NEC 256 1.9 58.6

 Car, Taxi, Van, Motorcycle and Bus Drivers 239 1.7 60.3

 Agricultural and Related Labourers NEC 220 1.6 61.9

 Other 5,245 38.1 100

 All 13,777 100
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Table 66: Population Aged Six (6) years and Over by Type of Disability and School Attendance 

 Type of Disability 
 Attended School  Never Attended  All  Not Stated  Total 

 Count  %  Count  %  Count  % Count  %  Count 

 Defect of seeing 21,111 67 10,310 33 31,422 100 52 30 31,473

 Defect of hearing 6,380 75 2,153 25 8,533 100          -        -   8,533

 Defect of speech 748 47 846 53 1,594 100          -         -   1,594

 Inability to use leg(s) 8,038 53 7,222 47 15,260 100 122 70 15,382

 Inability to use arm(s) 2,848 66 1,440 34 4,288 100          -         -   4,288

 Mental retardation 4,486 62 2,800 38 7,286 100          -         -   7,286

 Total 43,610 64 24,772 36 68,382 100 174 100 68,556

Table: 67: Population With Disability by Educational Age Group & Educational Attainment

 Age 
Group 

Primary Non Formal Secondary Tertiary University Not Stated
Count  % Count  % Count  % Count  % Count  % Count  %

 6 - 9 1,296 89.4 - - - - - - - - 154 10.6

 10 - 14 3,535 89.5 50 1.3 366 9.3 - - - - - -

 15 - 19 1,001 24.7 46 1.1 2,922 72.1 81 2 - - - -

 20 - 24 405 10.5 - - 2,973 77.1 339 8.8 141 3.7 - -

 25 - 29 408 9.2 - - 3,352 75.4 409 9.2 186 4.2 89 2

 30 - 34 1,123 33.6 - - 1,560 46.7 350 10.5 96 2.9 212 6.3

 35 - 39 915 35 - - 1,042 39.9 341 13 255 9.8 59 2.3

 40 - 44 2,019 59.8 72 2.1 841 24.9 208 6.1 238 7 - -

 45 - 49 1,015 39.9 131 5.1 1,154 45.4 92 3.6 63 2.5 86 3.4

 50 - 54 1,251 48.4 173 6.7 749 29 252 9.7 65 2.5 96 3.7

 55 - 59 1,418 71.4 49 2.5 287 14.5 121 6.1 43 2.2 68 3.4

 60 - 64 1,310 47.8 511 18.6 313 11.4   377 13.8 230 8.4

 65 - 69 722 43.8 529 32 111 6.7 208 12.6 56 3.4 24 1.4

 70 - 74 832 66 366 29 - - - - - - 62 4.9

 75 - 79 770 61.1 326 25.9 44 3.5 - - - - 121 9.6

 80 + 1,959 78.1 294 11.7 75 3 - - - - 182 7.3

 Total 19,979 45.8 2,547 5.8 15,787 36.2 2,400 5.5 1,520 3.5 1,382 3.2
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Table 68: Population With Disability Aged 12 Years and Over by Employment Status

 Type of Disability 
 Employed  Not Employed  All 

 Count   %  Count   %  Count   % 

 Defect of seeing 7,689 25 22,644 75 30,334 100

 Defect of hearing 1,255 17 6,244 83 7,500 100

 Defect of speech 151 13 1,034 87 1,186 100

 Inability to use leg(s) 3,644 25 11,105 75 14,749 100

 Inability to use arm(s) 1,213 30 2,858 70 4,071 100

 Mental retardation 592 9 6,192 91 6,784 100

 Total 14,545 23 50,077 77 64,623 100
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Appendix 2: Definition of Terms and Concepts

Cash Earnings
This is earned cash income from regular employment and irregular work. It includes gross 
wages and salaries, back pays, bonuses, overtime payments and allowances. Also included 
are annual earnings (estimated to monthly equivalent), income tax refunds and money 
earned from outside the country which is used domestically.

Own Produce Consumed
Own produce consumed covers goods acquired by hunting, fishing, gathering and rearing 
which are consumed by the household. Services generated and used to benefit household 
are also included under own produce.

Wages In-kind
Included under wages in-kind are goods received in lieu of cash wages, and costs of goods, 
services, utilities provided free (and paid directly) by the employer.

Unearned Income
Unearned income refers to incomes received by household members not from sale of 
labour or entrepreneurship. Included under unearned income are incomes for pension 
or annuity, Old age pension, War veteran pensions, bonus payments from co-operatives, 
student allowances, incomes from house or property (for which income tax is not paid). This 
income could be in cash or in-kind.

Household Receipts
This refers to cash and non-cash income received by households, excluding earned and 
unearned income. These could be cash or goods gifts from other households in or outside 
the country. These are largely transfers from other households in the form of cash or goods/
services.

Cash Given Out
Included under cash given out are transfers out of the household to other households as 
gifts.

Other Outgoings
These include non-cash transfers from the household 

Aid
Aid refers to goods received under Government aid programmes, such as drought relief, 
rations for orphans and the elderly. Food aid from other institutions is also included under 
aid.

School Meals
These are meals given to pupils and students in primary and secondary schools under 
government’s school feeding program.

Gross Cash Income
This is the sum of Cash Earnings, Business Profits, Unearned Cash Income and Cash receipts.
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Gross Income
Cash Income (Gross) plus Wages In Kind plus Gifts Received plus Own Produce consumed 
plus Aid plus School meals

Earned Income
Cash Earnings plus Wages in Kind plus Business Profits

Disposable Cash Income
Cash Income minus Cash Given out, and less Income tax.

Disposable Income
Disposable Cash Income plus Gifts Received plus Own Produce consumed plus Wages In 
Kind plus Aid plus School meals minus Gifts Given Out.

Cash Consumption Expenditure
This refers to household cash purchases of goods and services.

Consumption Expenditure In-Kind
Covered under in-kind consumption expenditure are goods and services acquired by 
households through giving out goods/services instead of cash.

Total Consumption
Consumption Expenditure (cash)  plus Consumption Expenditure (in kind) plus Wages In 
Kind plus Gifts Received plus Own Produce Consumed plus Aid plus School meals minus 
Gifts Given Out.
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Appendix 3: Survey Instruments
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